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The crippling disease of polio is virtually non-existent because of the scientific research of American 
medical researcher Dr. Jonas Salk who created the polio vaccine. There are roughly .5million open heart 
surgeries performed each year in the US because of science.  “Every object exists in its state of rest or 
uniform motion in a straight line unless it is compelled to change that state by forces impressed on it.” 
This is Newton’s First Law and this is why you and I can fly on airplanes. For those of us who are at the 
ministry center today, we are arrived because of the scientific process known as vulcanization. For those 
of your worshiping online, I don’t know how that works but that is science. Because of technology we 
can share the gospel literally around the world. Our lives are full of conveniences and life saving 
measures because of the value of science.  

Today as we continue our series Before You Lose Your Faith, we are going to continue a conversation we 
started about a year and a half ago and no doubt many of us are still carrying on in our hearts and 
minds. We will continue not complete the conversation about the assumption that Christianity is anti-
science, and that science is anti-Christian. Straight up, I don’t know it all. I’m not a scientist and I’m not 
God but I am willing to be a part of the conversation. And in this talk I won’t be able to address all your 
concerns so do feel free to reach out for a 1 on 1 conversation with myself or PBen. I know that some of 
you have faith struggles especially if you are in college or just graduated. Maybe you or someone you 
know is caught in the in middle like a Christian chemistry major who wrote her pastor: How can I believe 
in creation and yet learn the science that directly contradicts such belief?” She felt torn between people 
who prayed, went to church, and believed and with people who spent time in labs, tested theories, and 
recorded data. Basically she thought her struggle was between faith and facts. Today’s question are 
science and Christian faith opposites?  

And let’s be honest about all of this. We all bounce back and forth between the two. If as a Christian you 
have cancer like my daughter did, I certainly hope that you will pray and go to the doctor who has 
studied the science of medicine. The doctors said, there is nothing more we can do. Yet in our case our 
daughter is still alive on earth. And now let’s say a person who believes only in (secularistic) Science, and 
this person has cancer. And there is nothing more the doctors can do. It is outside of science. Most 
people in that situation will reach out and at least hope there is something more, maybe even God. 

The tension started during the age of Enlightenment (1600-1800). During this time, there were a lot of 
scientific advancements and discoveries. Some people began to think that through science people were 
going to be able to explain everything. Some Christians, by no means all, some Christians felt threatened 
and became very defensive when it came to science and discoveries.  

And you know about this battle. And you have heard about one side of this battle a lot. Atheist Richard 
Dawkins said, “Faith is a cop out, the excuse to erode the need to think and evaluate evidence.” Most 
secular scientists teach that human life began from primordial soup. And so there is saying: “from goo to 
the zoo to you.” Or another common theory is that life was created somewhere else and was delivered 
here by asteroids. We don’t really know it is kind of a faith thing.                                                                         



Steven Hawking, a brilliant scientist, arrived at a conclusion of origin that something could not have 
come out of anything; there must be something more significant that gave life. The scientific law known 
as the law of biogenesis which is simply stated life must come from life. 

And this is what Stephen Jay Gould, a Harvard evolutionary biologist and atheist says, “To say it for my 
colleagues and for the umpteenth millionth time, science simply cannot, by its legitimate method, 
adjudicate the issue of God’s possible superintendence of nature . . . We neither affirm or deny it. We 
simply cannot comment on it as scientists.” 

Are science and faith opposites? 1) It is secularism that is opposite of Christian faith not science. 
Secularism pushed God out of everything. There are scientists who are secularists. 

Let’s go on. Romans 1:19,20 says, since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God 
has made it plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal 
power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so 
that people are without excuse.” The Bible doesn’t tell us to shut our eyes to evidence and just believe. 
It encourages us to open our eyes and see the intricate evidence of a glorious God who created things 
big and small, visible and invisible, close to home and light years away from home. 

Science can point you to God. God likes it when we study science because it leads us to praise him. If 
you were walking a long the beach and found a book, what would you assume.  You would assume there 
is an author.  When you open Spotify and song starts play you assume there is a composer.  Psalm 19:1 
The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Last Wednesday night I 
was at home watching NOVA and it was an account of black holes. I thought it was amazing I thought 
about how much bigger and more powerful God is than we usually try to make him. God is really big. He 
is immeasurable. 

Francis Collins PH.D. Head the Human Genome project, a former agnostic, now a Christian has written a 
book called The Language of God : A Scientist Presents Evidence For Belief. When we know that the 
genetic makeup of a person is compete at conception, that blows us away or at least it blows me away. 
At four weeks the baby is developing the structures that will eventually form their face and neck. The heart 
and blood vessels continue to develop. And the lungs, stomach, and liver start to develop. A home pregnancy 
test would show positive. At 8 weeks the baby is now a little over half an inch in size. Eyelids and ears are 
forming, and you can see the tip of the nose. The arms and legs are well formed. The fingers and toes grow 
longer and more distinct. Did you know that if you could uncoil and lay end to end the DNA in all the cells 
in your body it would stretch to Pluto and back, and have some left over? Science has opened our bodies 
and determined that we have a genetic code of about 3.5 billion characters of data, the facts lead us to 
praise God: Psalm 139:13-16 (Three thousands years before we figured out DNA wrote, For you created my 
inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 14 I praise you because I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 15 My frame was not hidden from 
you when I was made in the secret place, when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. 
16 Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me were written in your book before 
one of them came to be.  

Are science and Christian faith opposites? 1) It is secularism that is opposite of faith in God not 
science. 2. Science can point you to God.  



And there is more. Baruch Shalev, who studied Nobel prize winners in the 20th century found that 
Christians made up just under two–thirds of those receiving the physics and medicine awards (64% and 
65% respectively), while the figure was even higher for chemistry, as they accounted for nearly three–
quarters of the winners (74%). As for the peace prize, if you exclude those going to organizations, 78% of 
them went to Christians. (https://www.johnlennox.org/resources/145/how-many-nobel-prize-winners 

Robert Boyle the father of chemistry traveled around giving evangelistic lectures in the mission field. But 
if you are like me, they skipped that part in science class and left you with the assumption that these 
scientists didn’t believe in God. Scientist Blaise Pascal who was a defender of the faith said, “We only 
know God through Jesus Christ.” 

Neil Armstrong the first person to walk on the moon was accompanied by Astronaut and Doctor of 
Science, Buzz Aldrin. (Picture of B Aldrin and Communion cup) Buzz Aldrin waiting to leave the lunar 
module to walk on the face of the moon, took out wine and bread and celebrating the Lord’s Supper. He 
confessed the words of Jesus from John 15:5 “I am the vine; you are the branches.”  But maybe you 
were not taught that either. You see many scientists are Christians. 

Are science and Christian faith opposites? 1) It is secularism that is opposite of faith in God not 
science. 2. Science can point you to God.  3) There are many scientists who are Christian. 

Science is the systematic knowledge of the physical or material world gained through observation and 
experience. In other words, science is good at discovering how questions of life. Science measures the 
world and tells us how it works. Science opens up the hood of the car and tries to figure out how it 
works. Science also creates solutions; look at how medicine has changed our health or how technology 
has taken giant computers and placed them in the palm of our hands. Science is a valuable gift of God. 

Science and faith are not fundamentally contradictory they just fundamentally answer different 
questions. Science can’t tell us much about relationship or emotions or how to treat people. Science can 
look at hormones related to love, but it still fails to explain love. IF your concept of human feelings to 
limited to brain chemistry, then you’re not going to be very fun to be around.  

Science tells us a lot about how things work. Christianity tells us how love of God works. The evidence of 
God’s love is found at the intersection of two pieces of wood and the flesh of Jesus. The cross is God 
demonstrating his love for all people, for people who hate him, even for people who don’t believe in 
him. Romans 5:8 says it this way: God demonstrates his love for us in this: While we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.  

Part of the value of Christianity is that it tells us what our hearts long to know. That God made us in his 
image (Gen1:27), God answers to the “why” questions in life:  meaning in our life, identity, purpose, and 
what we are supposed to do. that he loves us even before we loved him (1 John 4:19), that nothing can 
separate us from his love (Romans 8:38-39), how we are to live (Matthew 5:27-29) that we have a part 
to play in an epic story (2 Corinthians 5:19) that he created us to be his children (1 John 3:1), and that He 
died so we can be made right with God and have eternal life (John 3:16) 

Here is where I want to land today. Science can point you to God. There are many Christian scientists, 
but I don’t want you to base your faith in God on another person’s faith. That is not where our faith 
belongs. Don’t put your faith in my faith, in Pastor Ben’s faith, or some mega church pastor’s faith. 
People fail. People make mistakes. People can be lead astray. 

https://www.johnlennox.org/resources/145/how-many-nobel-prize-winners


Don’t put your faith in your faith. Have you ever noticed that sometimes your faith is really strong and 
then the next day, maybe even after the next phone call, it is more like a smoldering candle wick? 

Put your faith in Jesus who never fails. Colossians 1  The Son (Jesus) is the image of the invisible 
God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been 
created through him and for him. (remember that whole book on the beach thing) 17 He is before all 
things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the 
beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the 
supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through 
his blood, shed on the cross. Put your faith in the one who said that he would die and then rise back to 
life three days later. . . and then did.   

 


