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Jeremiah 23:5-6 and 33:14-16           Victory of the Lamb, November 28, 2021 
 

(I’m avoiding the NIV11’s unwarranted translation of “our Righteous Savior” instead of the literal “our 
Righteousness.”) What is here printed in red font is what goes on the screen. 

The initial reading of the text: Jeremiah 23:5-6 and Jeremiah 33:14-16 
5 “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will raise up for David a 
righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the 
land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name 
by which he will be called: The LORD Our Righteousness.” 

 
14 “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will fulfill the good promise 

I made to the people of Israel and Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will make 
a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; he will do what is just and right in the 
land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. This is 
the name by which it will be called: The LORD Our Righteousness.” 
 

I’m assuming “the countdown” has begun at your house. And you know what I’m talking 
about. The countdown to Christmas. The countdown is driven by different things in 
different homes. Some are counting down the days to Christmas because they hope to 
receive Christmas presents. Others are thinking more of family gatherings or social 
events with friends during the holiday season. And some take note of calendar dates 
because they are thinking of all the things that they need to do to get ready for Christmas 
– gifts to purchase, decorations to be put up, parties to plan, houses to be cleaned.  

Especially among Christians, the countdown often includes putting ourselves in the place 
of Old Testament believers who habitually thought about those OT promises that pointed 
them to the coming of the Messiah, the promised Savior of all sinners worldwide. They 
were part of the original Christmas countdown, awaiting the Savior’s birth. We join this 
countdown this morning as we focus on a special promise that was purposely repeated 
by God when he shared information through his prophet Jeremiah. The promise is found 
in Jeremiah 23:5-6 and Jeremiah 33:14-16. 

In repeating this promise, God himself refers to it as “the good promise” he made to the 
OT believers in Judah and Israel. As we think about this promise, let’s be asking a 
question:  

Why is this promise of God such a good one? 
  
Jeremiah has been given a nickname: Jeremiah: “The Weeping Prophet.” Anyone who 
reads the book of Jeremiah easily understands how he got this nickname. He had a hard 
life, a challenging ministry, and openly showed his emotions by crying. Most of the people 
he shared God’s word with rejected the message and mistreated the messenger. That 
led to Jeremiah being sad because they were headed for big trouble. He loved them even 
though they hated him. He knew their behavior and their foreseeable future was going 
from bad to worse. These were very, very “bad times” for Jeremiah and the kingdom of 
Judah. We can put it this way: 
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In Jeremiah’s Judah: 

• Politically, the leaders were weak and wicked while the Babylonians were coming. 
• Economically, everyone was hurting, and food was getting harder to find. 
• Religiously, open idolatry and shallow formalism was epidemic. 

A lot of details could be given – and they are provided in the Bible as well as by historians 
beyond the Bible. These were hard times. And these ARE hard times for us, in many 
ways. It is almost too easy for us to draw parallels with what’s going on around us today. 
The social fabric is deteriorating rapidly, the legislative, judicial, and executive branches 
of leadership are too often inadequate, and the spiritual condition coast to coast is 
diseased and dying.  

But what does God’s “good promise” through Jeremiah show? For one thing, God 
remains willing to talk with sinners and serve them. The very fact that God continued to 
send prophets and provide promises is amazing. He didn’t ignore their failure to love him 
or their neighbor. He addresses their sin, condemns it, and deals with them severely. Yet 
he remains a God of love in search of their hearts. He calls them to repentance and gives 
them something specific and wonderful to look forward to. Before we focus on the specific 
details of the promise, we wisely make a big point of his willingness, his desire to make 
promises alongside his condemnation of their sinful ways. His exposing of sin is 
accompanied by his highlighting of grace. Returning to our main question we give this 
answer: 

 Why is this promise of God such a good one? 
1. It reveals a good God who loves sinners despite their sin.  

 

Does this sound too basic, too commonplace to make you excited? Be careful. 
Understanding God’s patient love for sinners makes a difference. Let’s use the famous 
missionary David Livingstone as an example. When he was first leaving Scotland and 
England as a missionary, reference was made to the Great Commission and Jesus’s 
promise that accompanied it. “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing and 
teaching them; and surely I am with you always, to the end of the age.” Those last 
words penetrated Livingstone’s heart and never left him.  

Matthew 28:20, Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. 

When people expressed concern about the distance and dangers of his going to Africa to 
share the word of Jesus, he repeated Christ’s words and added, “It is the word of a 
gentleman of the most strict and sacred honor.” So he went. And many years later, 
while back in his home country of Scotland and at the Univ. of Glasgow to receive an 
honorary doctorate . . . he looked tired, weak, and scars of his missionary life were 
obvious. Here is an account of that event: “When Livingstone stands, bearing upon his 
body the marks of his struggles and sufferings, he is received in reverential silence. He 
is gaunt and haggard as a result of his long exposure to the hard conditions. On nearly 
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thirty occasions he has been laid low by the fevers that steam from the inland swamps, 
and these severe illnesses have left their mark. His left arm, crushed by a lion, hangs 
helplessly at his side. A hush falls upon the great assembly. Then he announces his 
resolve to return to the land for which he has already endured so much. 'But I return,' he 
says, 'without misgiving and with great gladness. Would you like me to tell you what 
supported me through all the years? It was this: "I am with you always, even unto the end 
of the world!" On those words I staked everything, and they never failed!” 

It does make a difference when God remains with us, pointing to his promises. Despite 
our sins and the sins of those around us, God remains a God who is loves us and who 
enjoys giving gracious promises.  

And the specific promises given through Jeremiah? Here is what is said next: 

Jeremiah 23:5, “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will raise up for 
David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right 
in the land.  

Jeremiah 33:14-15, “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will fulfill the 
good promise I made to the people of Israel and Judah. 15 In those days and at that 
time I will make a righteous Branch sprout from David’s line; he will do what is just 
and right in the land.  

We see that they are essentially the same promise. God will give to his people a special 
descendent of King David who will rule as King over God’s people. He will be a “righteous 
Branch” from the family tree of David, and he will “do what is just and right in the land.” 
The original King David, described as “a man after the Lord’s heart,” loved the Lord who 
first loved him. His sins were also real, but his repentance (turning from the sin and toward 
his saving God) was lifestyle. His influence on the kingdom he ruled was great. Military 
victories, peace treaties with neighboring nations, a vigorous economy, national and 
international respect, and especially a high regard for the Word and worship of the Lord. 
The 73 psalms he wrote (plus others likely written by him) are evidence of his worship 
and faith-life that others could see.  

The promised future King would be better than David. No sins or lapses in judgment would 
be found here. He would meet the needs of his people in higher and more permanent 
ways – just like he still does for us who wait for the same King to return on the last day. 
We are familiar with weak rulers, fractured economies, injustice, and insecurity around 
us. The promised king still rules. We have so many needs and we quickly learn we are 
unable to meet these needs on our own. Something that Paul wrote to the Philippians can 
help us be content: 

Philippians 4:19, 19 And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of 
his glory in Christ Jesus. 

It’s important to remember that Paul was here talking about how the Philippian Christians 
had so generously supported him and his apostolic ministry. Their financial, material gifts 
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would not result in their not having enough for themselves. Basically, “You cannot outgive 
God” as the saying puts it. God would meet their needs, and it will always be this way 
when we live under Christ the King whose resources are never lacking and his wisdom in 
distributing resources is always “enough” for God’s purposes in our lives.  

So, again, when we ask and answer today’s question, we happily say: 

 Why is this promise of God such a good one? 
1. It reveals a good God who loves sinners despite their sin.  
2. It points us to the good King Jesus who meets earthly needs. 

 

But he will do more than simply be a just and righteous ruler who meets our earthly needs. 
Here are the final words to this repeated, good promise of God: 

Jeremiah 23:6  6 In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is 
the name by which he will be called: The LORD Our Righteousness.” 
 

Jeremiah 33:16  16 In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in 
safety. This is the name by which it will be called: The LORD Our Righteousness.” 
 

Notice the strong, distinctive words! “saved” and “live in safety.”  He will bring safety and 
deliverance or rescue to his people. He would be more than the perfect model or example 
or even teacher. Those OT sinners and we sinners need more than a teacher or model, 
even a perfect one. Unless we are able to do the same things ourselves, we still have the 
same problem of sin, and the wages of sin is still death. Just like being with a great athlete 
doesn’t make us great athletes, or sitting next to a straight A student doesn’t give us the 
same report card, so having a perfect King who “does what is just and right” wouldn’t 
normally meet our greatest needs – to be acceptable to God on our own. And unless that 
need is met and that problem is solved, we would all ultimately lose everything when our 
time on earth is over. We need a bigger “salvation” or rescue or deliverance – one that 
gives safety to our eternal souls and provides safety in the presence of God Almighty, 
forever. And that is what this “good promise” is pointing us to. 

Let’s look one more time at the final words of these promises: 

Jeremiah 23:6 This is the name by which he will be called: The LORD Our 
Righteousness. 
 

Jeremiah 33:16  This is the name by which it will be called: The LORD Our 
Righteousness. 
 

The name “The Lord our Righteousness” says that this King and Lord won’t just be 
righteous, but that his righteousness is also OURS. In addition to our having a Righteous, 
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perfect, and holy King, we receive his righteousness, perfection, and holiness as a gift to 
ourselves. And there’s more to be seen here. 

Do you see a very little difference in these almost identical sentences? The word “HE” (in 
“HE will be called The Lord Our Righteousness”) is replaced in chapter 33 with “IT” (IT, 
referring to Judah and Jerusalem or the people of God, will be called The Lord Our 
Righteousness.) The name of Jesus Christ is The Lord Our Righteousness. The name of 
Bill Limmer (or your name or the person sitting next to you) is also The Lord Our 
Righteousness. Here are a couple of NT passages that talk about this gracious miracle 
and gift: 

2 Corinthians 5:21, 21 God made him [Jesus] who had no sin to be sin for us, so that 
in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

1 Corinthians 1:30-31, 30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has 
become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness, and 
redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the 
Lord.” 

Can this be said more clearly? Maybe not, but it has been said very well by a Christian 
brother who posted part of a sermon on the Internet. I found it and here is what he wrote: 

“The Lord our Righteousness” brings us safety. When our consciences try to convict us 
by bringing up our sins of the past, or our ongoing struggles against sin in the present – 
and the devil tries his best to get us to question how God could forgive us or accept us – 
it is the Lord’s righteousness that protects us and brings us peace. The devil may bring 
those sins to our minds, but they are never significant in the mind of our God when he 
looks at us. Why? Because through faith he sees only the righteous Branch of Jesus, 
someone who did all things just and right in our place. On the final day of our life when 
the devil pulls up your life’s profile certain that he will find more than enough evidence 
that you belong to him for eternity, the only thing that it will show is the perfect life of Jesus 
– every decision correctly made, every word lovingly spoken, every thought perfectly 
pure, every action right in line with God’s will. Yes, it is only because of the Lord our 
Righteousness that we can be certain of God’s love and our entrance into life eternal.” 

Let’s return to our main question one more time: 

Why is this promise of God such a good one? 
1. It reveals a good God who loves sinners despite their sin.  
2. It points us to the good King Jesus who meets earthly needs. 
3. It assures us of the good gift of Christ’s righteousness 

 
When we were giving thanks on Thanksgiving for the many blessings we have and enjoy, 
I don’t know how many of us put Christ’s righteousness on our list. But we can do it today 
and tomorrow and beyond, can’t we? A few years after the end of the Revolutionary War 
a homeless man was known to wander around as a vagrant, homeless and penniless. 
One day someone asked him about a leather pouch he carried around his neck. He just 
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said it was very important to him because a special friend had given it to him. When they 
opened it they found a document signed by George Washington, certifying the man had 
served with him during the war and guaranteeing a life-long pension and protection if he 
ever needed it. Every material need was promised – but forfeited out of ignorance 
because the man couldn’t read. I think you understand how people, out of ignorance or a 
stubborn heart, forfeit the benefits of Christ’s righteousness, holiness, and redemption.  


