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Watching Christmas movies is part of our yearly traditions. We all have our 
favorite holiday movies that bring the hope and joy of Christmas. This year at 
Victory, we’ll view some of our favorite movies through the lens of the greatest 
story ever told: God sending his Son in flesh and blood to be our Savior born in a 
manger on the first Christmas.  

One of my favorite Christmas Movies is Home Alone. I like the hustle and bustle 
and warmth of family at the beginning and the end of the movie. And the 
children’s choir rehearsing on Christmas Eve brings back so many memories. And I 
won’t lie, I am too much amused by Kevin home protection plan and as he stays 
one step ahead of the wet bandits, Marv and Harry. It’s a great Christmas movie, 
because maybe you never thought of this before but the theme of the movie is 
hope even for the lonely. And that is what the Christmas story, the life of Jesus is 
about, hope for the broken, the shattered, the separated, the spiritually lost, the 
anxious, the depressed, that is to say the lonely.  

So let’s jump in. As the movie begins, maybe you will remember this, the family 
and extended family is altogether in the McAlister’s beautiful home, getting ready 
to go on a Christmas vacation to Paris. Wet bandit Harry is in the house disguised 
as a policeman when the pizza delivery boy shows up with ten pizzas. Kevin only 
wants cheese Pizza and his older brother, a bully named Buzz, eats the cheese 
pizza and the pain inside of Kevin explodes and mayhem ensues.  

Even though Kevin has a large family he feels like no one understands and so he is 
all alone. He jumps up and down, saying when he is older, “I’m living all alone. I’m 
living all alone. I’m living all alone.” Minutes later as his mom escorts him by the 
arm to the third floor of the house. Kevin says, “I hope I never see any of you jerks 
again.” And he and the family go to sleep. 

Due to an overnight windstorm, the electricity is knocked out and the family 
oversleeps. They are awakened by the airport taxi service banging at the front 
door. And it becomes a mad dash to get out the door. If you remember in the 
movie there is an obnoxious little neighborhood boy asks like a bajillion questions. 
And it is his winter hat that gets counted in the family head count. And the little 



boy hops out of the van and in a flash the family is off to the airport to catch the 
plane to Paris without Kevin.  

This is actually a lot like the young man that Jesus tells us about in a parable found 
in Luke 15.Luke 15:11-13a 11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two 
sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the 
estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 13 “Not long after that, the 
younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country.  

The young son is living in a well-to-do family. He likes the blessings, but he is sure 
he could do better. He wants to move away and live on his own terms all alone. 
He asks his father to give him his share of the estate. Culturally this is bold and 
cold slap in the face. It is a lot like Kevin in the movie saying, “I hope I never see 
any of you jerks again.”  

Back in the movie with the family at the airport, Kevin wakes up. He cautiously 
checks the empty house for his family. No one. Joy, unspeakable joy. He got his 
Christmas wish. He is happy . . . for now. 

So also, in the parable the young man with cash in hands take off all alone. He is 
happy spending his money on whatever he wanted. The young son is living the 
dream. He is buying all the things. He is not only the life of the party, but also the 
financial supporter of the party. Anything or anyone he wants, he gets. He is 
experiencing so many things. His life is everything he hoped for or so he thinks. 
Because he is happy . . . for now.  

Reality of his aloneness starts to set in for Kevin when he has to go the basement 
all alone and the scary furnace kicks in. His aloneness starts to follow him 
wherever he goes from the drug store when the scary neighbor appears to the 
wet bandits who want to rob his house. He is afraid and alone. And just as he cuts 
the rope on the wet bandits who are trying to cross from the house to the tree 
house, Kevin’s rope has run out too. And loneliness sets in. 

The young man in Luke 15 is having a blast, and then his money runs out. He 
bought friends but now his money is gone. He bought women but now his money 
is gone. He bought experiences but now his money is gone. He bought the best 
steaks but now he has no money to buy food. He looks back on his adventurous 



busy life and see it was actually empty. He is all alone. He is at the end of his rope 
without hope.  

What Kevin doesn’t know is that behind the scenes, his family, especially his 
mother is working to get home to be with Kevin so that he doesn’t have to be 
alone. She is frantic in love and desperate to get home to Kevin. She is giving away 
pretty much everything she has in the airport in Paris to an elderly couple so she 
can get back. Maybe you remember she ends up getting a ride from Scranton to 
Chicago in the back of a moving van with Sheboygan’s finest Polka band. There 
was all this love for Kevin but he didn’t know it or feel because of a perceived lack 
of relationship. But the love was real. Kevin’s mom arrives on Christmas day to 
hug and kiss her son and is soon followed by the rest of the family. And the 
celebration begins! 

In the parable it says, Luke 15:20-24 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How 
many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to 
death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and against you. . . “But while he was still a long way off, 
his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, 
threw his arms around him and kissed him. “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son.’22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it 
on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf 
and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and 
is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate. 

While the younger son was out making a disreputable name for himself ending up 
in crushing regret, his father whom he had rejected had never rejected him. The 
Father loved and longed for his son to come home and never be alone. And when 
he arrives there is a celebration like none other.  

Do you ever feel alone? I think for all of us there are times when we feel all alone. 
And those feeling can multiply exponentially during the holidays. The beginning of 
loneliness is when we try to make other people or things be the most important 
thing in our life instead of God. And from there loneliness looks like a lot of things:  
Loneliness is when you feel misunderstood. Loneliness is when you feel you can’t 
trust anyone. Loneliness is what you feel when traditions are changed. Loneliness 



is when you get what you hoped for only it’s not what you actually thought it was 
going to be. Loneliness is the loss of a loved one Loneliness is what it feels like 
when you lose your job. Maybe you feel all alone in your head filled with 
misguided hopes and shattered dreams. Loneliness is when you think your 
situation won’t change. Maybe you feel alone because like Kevin you have ruined 
a relationship, or two, or a few more. Maybe you feel alone because of what you 
have done. Your regret list is as long or longer than the young man’s in the 
parable. And it has become a full time plus job to hide that list, because well its 
regrettable. And people would be shocked. And you are left alone in your regrets.  

You know Jesus knows what it is left to be all alone right? At the Garden of Eden 
tree, the one where Adam and Eve ate and ran, they left their relationship with 
Jesus. And he was left there at that tree all alone. Jesus was rejected by his family, 
his friends, the ones he came to save. Jesus experienced the loneliness of being 
misunderstood. And then there is the other tree too. The outside of Jerusalem 
tree.  When Jesus was on the cross of that tree his friends stood at a distance to 
disassociate with him. And he hung all alone. His Father even abandoned him 
there. All alone.  Jesus was there all alone to pay for all the times we rejected him 
by our sin. In effect saying, I want to live all alone. And even though we have 
rejected him, he has not rejected us. He died alone so that we would never live or 
die alone. He has not left us alone. 

Jesus came downs so we wouldn’t be alone. In John 1 we learn that Jesus became 
flesh and made his dwelling among us. He moved into our neighborhood. He 
moved into our hearts. In Matthew 1, we learn Jesus is called Immanuel God with 
us. Hebrews 13:5 Never will I leave you, never will I forsake you.  

Here is a true story of Cassie to illustrate what I mean:  

The year my dad- who was a pastor at the time- was caught in his addiction, 
the Church leadership asked him and my mom to not attend the Christmas 
Eve service. The investigation was ongoing, and they wanted him to step 
back while it happened.  

 
What they didn't count on, I don't think, was for me to show up at the 
service.  



I have a deep commitment to tradition so when my parents said we weren't 
going to the service, I resolved to go by myself. Under the weight of 
uncertainty and the fear of what I had suspected might just be a true 
accusation, I showed up to the candlelight service. Families were there to 
celebrate, it was Christmas after all.  
 
I found my usual spot at the front and as the first carols rang out, my tears 
began to fall. I felt like an imposter. I was a cloud of grief and darkness 
amidst a cheerful celebration. I felt guilty for dampening the time of rejoicing  
As I sat I found myself talking to Jesus. "I'm ruining your party," I told him.  
 
It was his response in that moment that changed Christmas for me forever. 
He told me, Cassie I came to that manger as a baby not for those in 
celebration, but for those in mourning.  I came for you. In this moment. Right 
here. You are not alone. I am here with you and for you. And it was there 
that Jesus showed me the heart of Christmas. Jesus stepped down to pursue 
the broken and the hurting and the lost. 

 
Jesus didn’t say, “Come to me all who are crushing it, bring your best life, and I 
will give you rest.” He said, “Come to me, all who are weary and burdened and I 
will give you rest.” If you’re discouraged, tired, weary, out of hope, alone. Don’t 
worry, that’s exactly how Jesus expected you to come to him.  

If this year has broken you down, isolated you, left you grieving or fearful or hurt, 
full of regrets, alone… I want you to know that you don't have to muster up cheer. 
You don't have to feel like a downer in the midst of celebration. You can sit at the 
feet of a savior who came for you where you're at right now. That's how 
Immanuel works. It's God with us in the dirt giving us hope in the face of despair. 
"Those who walk in darkness have seen a great light, on those living in spaces of 
deepest darkness a light has dawned." - Isaiah 9:2 
 
You are not alone. This is perhaps the most important truth you will ever hear. 
Even when it appears we are, when we feel forsaken, when we are physically by 
ourselves, we are still never alone. God is with us. God is with you right now. To 
know deeply that you belong to God and are never alone will liberate you from 
fear. It can reframe everything in your life - even troubles, rejection, and failure.  
You are never alone. You belong to God. God is with you. Jesus said, Matthew 



28:20 I am with you always. God help us all understand and live this beautiful life 
sustaining truth this day and every day. 
 

 

 


