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Sermon Series: Top Ten // Sermon Title: Support One Another // Sermon Text: 

Exodus 20:13 

You shall not murder. Do we really even need a sermon on this command? This is 
the most straightforward of all the commands, isn’t it? All cultures and 
courtrooms basically agree that it is wrong for one human being to maliciously 
take the life of another human being. This was seen most clearly in the 
Nuremburg Trials in 1945 when an international tribunal convicted the leaders of 
the Nazi regime for crimes against humanity. All the leaders from all these 
different nations agreed that it was wrong for the Nazis to murder the Jews.  

But why did that all agree? Try and come up with an explanation why it is wrong 
to murder. If you look to Darwinian evolution you will not be able to come up 
with an answer. The theory of Darwinian evolutions says that life somehow 
appeared. And then somehow simple life got more complex. And somehow we 
drew the line that complex human life needs to be protected. But there is no 
reason why.  If you look at nature and watch animals fight and eat each other, you 
will not come up with an answer why it is wrong to murder another human being. 
When we look at nature we see a survival of the fittest mentality. It’s a dog-eat-
dog world out there.  

Although we all know that it is wrong for humans to murder humans there is no 
scientific theory or worldly philosophy that can tell us why it is wrong. That’s why 
we need to turn to the word of God.  

We are continuing our sermon series Top Ten Ways to Live a Better Life. A 
sermon series through the 10 commandments. Today, I want to answer the 
question: Why do we put such a high value on humans? 

To answer that question, we will go back to Exodus 20. Moses has just led the 
nation of Israel out of Egyptian slavery and now they are at Mt. Sinai and Moses 
gives the 10 commandments. 

The last two commandments that we have discussed came with an explanation. 
They explained why God wants us to follow these commands. Two weeks ago, we 
studied the third commandment: 

3rd commandment: Remember the Sabbath day. 
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Why? 11 For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all 
that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed 
the Sabbath day and made it holy. 

In other words, God rested after working. So should we. God gave us a reason.  

Then the 4th Commandment: Honor your father and mother… 

Why? so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you. 

God gave us a reason. When you listen to your parents you are going to live 
longer and life will be more enjoyable.  

But now the 5th commandment: You shall not murder.  

Period. No explanation. Why not? The reason that the Lord gives no explanation is 
because he already gave one back in Genesis 9 after Noah and his family left the 
ark after the flood.  

Do you know the story of the flood? Violence and wickedness and sin were so 
great in the world, that God decided to start all over again. He caused a great 
flood and only Noah and his family and a pair of each animal group survived.  

When they came out of the ark, the Lord spoke these words to Noah: 

 Genesis 9:1-3   Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, “Be fruitful 
and increase in number and fill the earth. 2 The fear and dread of you will fall on 
all the beasts of the earth, and on all the birds in the sky, on every creature that 
moves along the ground, and on all the fish in the sea; they are given into your 
hands. 3 Everything that lives and moves about will be food for you. Just as I 
gave you the green plants, I now give you everything. 

It seems like before the flood, God’s people didn’t eat meat. But after the flood 
God gave even the animals to his people for food. If you are a deer hunter, this 
might be your favorite verse in the whole Bible. God is saying that you can kill and 
eat animals. Some people might choose not to eat meat, but there is nothing 
morally wrong about eating a steak, burger, or a chicken sandwich.  

But that doesn’t mean God permitted killing any creature in his world. One of the 
reasons the flood occurred was because of the violence and bloodshed. So the 
Lord goes on to tell us: 



3 
 

Genesis 9:4-5 4 “But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it. 5 And 
for your lifeblood I will surely demand an accounting. I will demand an 
accounting from every animal. And from each human being, too, I will demand 
an accounting for the life of another human being. 

God is saying that no human, nor even an animal was permitted to kill a human 
being. God would demand justice for the killing of humans. Then he ends this 
section with a little poem explaining why life is so precious.  

Genesis 9:6 “Whoever sheds human blood, 
    by humans shall their blood be shed; 
for in the image of God 
    has God made mankind. 

If you shed human blood, then your blood too will be shed. Why? In the image of 
God has God created mankind. The reason a murderer is to be brought to justice 
is because humans are made in the image of God.  

What does that mean? 

Well, this phrase is like a hyperlink that sends us back to the very first page of the 
Bible. On the very first page of the Bible, God creates the foundations of the earth 
and then fills them. He creates the heavens and then he fills the heavens with the 
sun, moon and stars. He creates the sky and seas and then he fills the sky and 
seas with fish and birds. He creates dry land and vegetation and fills the dry land 
with animals.  

Then once everything is put in place, God slows down and creates humans 
different from all the other parts of creation. Genesis reads:  

Genesis 1:26 26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our 
likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the 
sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that 
move along the ground.” 

When everything was set, God said, “Let us make mankind in our image”. Side 
note: Why is God speaking in the plural? Some people believe the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit are speaking. Or God is speaking to the heavenly beings like the 
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angels. But he says, Let’s make humans different. They will be in our image, our 
likeness. 

When he says “image” you might think of a mirror image. Like someone saying, 
“you are the spitting image of your father.” So in some way we are like God. And 
we are to represent him by ruling over his creation.  

So he goes on to say: (Genesis 1:27) 
27 So God created mankind in his own image, 
    in the image of God he created them; 
    male and female he created them. 

Again, another poetic and beautiful phrase bringing out the value of humans. 
Both male and female were created to be God’s image-bearers. Both male and 
female are equal representatives of God.  

This verse might be one of the most important verses in history. Without his verse 
in the Bible there is no foundation for human rights. This verse declares that men 
and women are created by God, equal to each other in value and special 
compared to the rest of creation.  

This is truly remarkable. Even the Bible itself marvels at this mystery.  

In Psalm 8  
3 When I consider your heavens, 
    the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, 
    which you have set in place, 
4 what is mankind that you are mindful of them, 
    human beings that you care for them? 
5 You have made them a little lower than the angels 
    and crowned them with glory and honor. 
6 You made them rulers over the works of your hands; 
    you put everything under their feet: 
7 all flocks and herds, 
    and the animals of the wild, 
8 the birds in the sky, 
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    and the fish in the sea, 
    all that swim the paths of the seas. 
9 Lord, our Lord, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

The Psalmist looks that creation, the great expanse of stars and planets and all of 
the beauty of creation and wonders, “God, why do you care about us? Why have 
you given us so much protection and value and authority?” 

Maybe I can say it this way: In the little city of Winona, MN, there is an art 
museum that has a painting from the famous Vincent Van Gogh. It is by far the 
most valuable painting in the whole museum. I remember walking through the 
museum and looking at all the incredible paintings. Then I came across one that 
was a few ships with some wavy sand. I kind of shrugged at the painting and 
moved on. But then someone pointed out that this painting was the Van Gogh 
painting that was worth more than all the other paintings combined. Someone 
else had to explain to me the incredible value of this painting.  

That is what God has to do for us as well. Picture God taking you on a tour of 
creation. And he shows you that gigantic planets and the billions of stars. And you 
say “Wow” But he says, “You haven’t seen anything yet. This is not the most 
precious or valuable part of my creation.” Then he takes you to the towering 
mountains and the waterfalls and the oceans. And you say “Wow” But he says, 
“You haven’t seen anything yet. This is not the most precious or valuable part of 
my creation.” Then he shows you the great and powerful animals like lions and 
eagles and blue whales. And you say “Wow” But he says, “You haven’t seen 
anything yet. This is not the most precious or valuable part of my creation.”  Then 
he shows you a little child, who can even feed himself, playing with a few toys on 
the floor.  And he tells you, this is the most valuable and precious part of my 
masterpiece.  

So Why do we put such a high value on humans? 

Because God says so. He decided we were special. He made us and he gets to 
decide what our role is in creation and how much we are worth. He says we are 
made in his image, the crown of his creation.  

Now that has some very important implications.  
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All life matters. Born, unborn. Black/white. Old/young. No matter your mental 
capacity or your capability. All life matters. We are not to hurt or harm any of it.  

Protect life. We are called to do what we can to protect the most vulnerable 
among us. Not only helping people who are considering abortion, but also looking 
for ways to protect children who are in abusive relationships.  

Cause life to flourish. If you are married, and God allows it, have some children. 
Lots of them. Celebrate this gift. Don’t see children as a burden but a blessing. I’m 
also so inspired by so many of you who have chosen to adopt or serve in the 
foster care program. You continue to encourage and help children find a home.  

Love your neighbor, even your enemy. Jesus says that the religious leaders said 
that if you just don’t murder your neighbor you are keeping this command. But 
Jesus said that if you hate your brother or sister you have already broken this 
command in your heart. So Jesus doesn’t only want us to keep this command 
outwardly. He wants us to love from the heart.  

Some of you might be feeling convicted by this sermon. Maybe you had an 
abortion. Maybe you have hated your neighbor from your heart. And you feel 
overwhelmed with guilt. Well, one remarkable fact about Scripture is this: Do you 
know who the three most prolific writers are in the Scriptures? Moses, David, and 
Paul. Do you know what they all have in common? They were all murders.  

Paul says that God showed mercy on him as the chief of sinners so that he might 
be an example to all those who would believe. God loved humans so much that 
he became one in Jesus Christ. Jesus lived, died and rose for you. In Jesus you are 
forgiven and restored and one day you will be resurrected to live with him forever 
in his renewed world.  

And that is one more reason that we are to love our fellow humans. Not only are 
humans made in God’s image, but each human that you interact with is a being 
that will live forever in one of two places. Either they will be resurrected and live 
in the renewed world. Or they will be resurrected and separated from God.  

C.S. Lewis made this point in his famous sermon, the weight of Glory. I’m going to 
quote a lengthy portion from the sermon. What I want you to hear is that C.S. 
Lewis says that there are no ordinary people. All of us, are not only made by God, 
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but we have an eternal future. That should change how we look at one another. 
Here’s what he said: 

It may be possible for each to think too much of his own potential glory 
hereafter; it is hardly possible for him to think too often or too deeply about that 
of his neighbour. The load, or weight, or burden of my neighbour’s glory should 
be laid daily on my back, a load so heavy that only humility can carry it, and the 
backs of the proud will be broken. 

 It is a serious thing to live in a society of possible gods and goddesses, to 
remember that the dullest and most uninteresting person you talk to may one 
day be a creature which, if you saw it now, you would be strongly tempted to 
worship, or else a horror and a corruption such as you now meet, if at all, only in 
a nightmare. All day long we are, in some degree, helping each other to one or 
other of these destinations.  

It is in the light of these overwhelming possibilities, it is with the awe and the 
circumspection proper to them, that we should conduct all our dealings with one 
another, all friendships, all loves, all play, all politics. There are no ordinary 
people. You have never talked to a mere mortal. Nations, cultures, arts, 
civilization—these are mortal, and their life is to ours as the life of a gnat. But it 
is immortals whom we joke with, work with, marry, snub, and exploit— 
immortal horrors or everlasting splendours. 

You shall not murder. In fact, you shall not hurt or harm or even hate your 
neighbor. Instead, God is calling us to love and care for the humans around us. 
Why? Why do we put such a high value on human life? Because each person is 
made by God in his image. And as Lewis says each human has an eternal destiny. 
So, love and care for your fellow human. They are the most glorious part of God’s 
good creation. Amen.  


