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You shall not steal. This is another one of those common-sense commands that is 
written on our conscience. All people of all ages of all cultures instinctively know 
that it is wrong to steal. In fact, Moses doesn’t seem to be the first to write this 
command. In 1901, there was a great discovery of the oldest and most 
comprehensive law codes, called the Code of Hammurabi. Hammurabi was a 
Babylonian king who lived about 1750 BC, which is about 300 years before Moses. 
And in the Code of Hammurabi we read: 

If a man stole property of a god or the palace, that man will be executed; 
moreover, whoever received stolen property from him will be executed. -Code 
of Hammurabi  

You see, this command is so common and so universal that even the pagans came 
up with the command before the 10 Commandments were written.  

Instinctively, we all know it is wrong to take something from someone else. But 
no culture or courtroom can actually tell you why it is wrong. That is why we need 
the Bible. Only the Bible can explain why something is wrong.  

We are continuing our sermon series through the 10 Commandments called Top 
Ten Ways to Live a Better Life. And today we are looking at the 7th 
Commandment: You shall not steal. And the question I want to answer is: Why is 
it wrong to steal?  

To answer that question, we need to go back to the very first pages of the Bible. If 
you have been following along in this sermon series, you probably have noticed 
by now that both Pastor Bill and I have started every sermon by going back to the 
first pages of the Bible Genesis 1. There is a reason for that. Genesis is the 
blueprints for all morality. Last week, Pastor Bill compared God to a great artist 
who is creating a masterpiece. And if we want to live a better, more moral life, 
then we are called to trace God’s masterpiece.  
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This week I would like to compare God to a great builder, and the opening 
chapters of the Bible are God’s blueprints, God’s instruction manual. God is a 
grand designer. He is building his kingdom. And he created us and our world to 
work in a certain way. And he gave us the instruction manual, the first three 
chapters of Genesis.  

The reason it is wrong to break the first and second commandment and worship 
idols, is because in the beginning God created us to know and worship him.  

Why is wrong to break the third commandment and disregard the Sabbath? 
Because, in the beginning, God designed the 7-day week and he has called us to 
take time to rest in him.  

Why is it wrong to break the 4th commandment and disobey our parents and 
others in authority? Because, in the beginning, God designed the family, a mother 
and father, to have children and cause them to flourish by teaching them true 
wisdom and morality and the true knowledge of God.  

Why is it wrong to break the fifth commandment and murder a human being? 
Because, in the beginning, God created humans in his image to be his co-rulers 
over creation.  

Why is it wrong to break the 6th commandment and commit adultery, because 
God designed humans as male and female. And he decided that marriage and the 
gift of sex was to be between one man and one woman in a lifelong commitment 
to each other.  

Now, we have to look at the opening chapters of the Bible to see what God’s 
design says about stealing.  

Again let’s look at God’s design of humans: 

So God created mankind in his own image, 
    in the image of God he created them; 
    male and female he created them.  
28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill 
the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky 
and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” (Genesis 1:27-28) 



3 
 

Humans were created in God’s image. We were created to be like God, to reflect 
him. As his image bearers we are to co-rule with him over all of his creation in 
order that his creation would multiply and flourish.  

So what are some of the things that God does that we are called to imitate? How 
are we to reflect him and be like him? Well, what is one of the first things that 
God does? 
2 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the 
seventh day he rested from all his work. 3 Then God blessed the seventh day and 
made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had 
done. (Genesis 2:2-3) 

The Bible says that our God worked. He is the one who did the good work of 
creating this world and putting all in order, constructing everything for the 
purpose of flourishing. He worked for 6 days and then he rested on the 7th. Our 
God works. And we imitate him by working.  

That is a remarkable idea. Christianity has so influenced our culture that we don’t 
really see how unique this idea really is. Most of the ancient cultures didn’t 
believe in work. Manual labor was what the slaves did. How did the Egyptians 
make the pyramids? Slaves. How did the Greeks have all that time to study 
politics and philosophy? Slaves were doing their work. How did the Romans grow 
in wealth and power over the world? Slaves. Slaves did their work. In fact, the 
great philosopher Aristotle wrote on the necessity of a slave class, that some 
people were designed and destined to do slave labor.  

But the God of the Bible has designed us in his image to work. We work because 
God works. We were made to work. And that looks different for all of us. Some of 
us were design to take care of people’s health. Some of us were designed to build. 
Some of us were designed to teach. Some of us were designed to lead.  

And that shows us why it is so wrong to steal. If you steal, you are taking away 
from the work of someone else. And you are robbing yourself from fulfilling God’s 
design in your own life to work. This is why laziness is a sin; you are robbing your 
employer and you are robbing yourself of not fulfilling your calling and design.  

That’s why the Apostle Paul says this when writing to the Ephesians: 28 Anyone 
who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something 
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useful with their own hands, that they may have something to share with those 
in need. (Ephesians 4:28) 

This helps us answer our opening question:  

Why is it wrong to steal? 

Because God designed you to work. 

God wants you to see yourself as a valuable contributor to the world. Instead of 
taking from people he wants you to add value to their lives.  

But if we were designed to work, why are we tempted to take from others or 
steal from others?  

Jesus told a parable called the parable of the talents. Talents are a unit of money. 
But because of this parable the world “talent” came into our vocabulary to mean 
our gifts and abilities. In this parable, a master gives talents or bags of gold to 
each of his servants. One gets 5, another gets 2, and another gets 1. Jesus says, 
“Each to his own ability.” Then he went on a journey. The man who had five bags 
of gold put his gold to work and gained five more. The one who had two gained 
two more. But the man who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in the 
ground and hid his master’s money. 

(Matthew 25:19-25) 19 “After a long time the master of those servants returned 
and settled accounts with them. 20 The man who had received five bags of gold 
brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. 
See, I have gained five more.’ 
21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been 
faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share 
your master’s happiness!’ 
22 “The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me 
with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’ 
23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been 
faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share 
your master’s happiness!’ 
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24 “Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I 
knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and 
gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went out 
and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’ 

The last servant saw his master as a hard man who was unfair and fickle. He lived 
in fear of messing everything up. He believed he had nothing of value to offer.  

This parable shows how serious theft really is. When we are lazy, robbing our 
employers of the time we owe them. Or when we don’t work, we rob ourselves 
and even our God of what he has given us.  

I have spent far too much time living like the servant with one talent. I’ve lived in 
fear of failure. I have thought to myself: I’m just a pastor. Just someone who reads 
the Bible and preaches sermons. Does this really have any lasting value? Can’t 
anybody do this? And when I play the victim and have that Eeyore kind of 
personality, it becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy. I think I have nothing to offer, so 
I do nothing of any real value.  

How about you? Do you think you have nothing of real value to offer your 
employer or customers? Then because you don’t think you have much of value to 
offer, it becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy and you do shoddy work and you rob 
everyone around you, including yourself.  

Here is my prayer. I pray that you God would reveal his generosity. That you 
would see how God keeps pouring blessings into your cup until is runs over. His 
generosity begins with his forgiveness. The cleansing waters of your baptism are a 
never-ending spring of forgiveness. His mercy to you is new every morning. On 
top of the grace of forgiveness, he has graced you with gifts. You have no need to 
steal or to do shoddy work or to cut corners. You have everything you need to 
produce and create and flourish in this world. Some of you have five talents, some 
of you have two, and some of you have one. But no one has none.  

Paul says something similar when he is writing to the Colossians: 
23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not 
for human masters, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from 
the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. (Colossians 3:23-24) 
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Paul says that God has been so generous with us. He has given us good things to 
do. He has given us meaning and purpose in our lives. There is no reason for us to 
take from others. We have something of value to give to others. And that leads to 
a main take away from this message: 

Be faithful to God by adding value to others.  

Add value to your family. Your family does not exist to give to you. You exist to 
add and contribute to the family. The company you work for doesn’t just exist to 
give you a paycheck. God has placed you in that role to add value to the company 
and your co-workers. You live in your community not just to take from your 
community, but to add value to your community.  

The reason it is wrong to steal is because God designed you in his own image to 
be like him. Our God worked six days in creating our world and then rested on the 
seventh day. In the same way, he has designed us to work hard with his strength 
and then rest in his grace. There is no reason to take and steal from others 
because God has richly blessed you with gifts and talents and opportunities to 
contribute to the lives of others. So if notice that you have been stealing from 
others from your employer from the government, steal no more. But work hard, 
doing something useful with your hands so that you might have something to 
share with those in need.  

  


