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Today, we are continuing our series “Top Ten – ways to live a better life. So far we 
have looked at the commandment that deal with our relationship with God. Like 
the Frist Commandment – You shall have no other gods.” God gave us this 
commandment because he loves us and does not want us to be disappointed. He 
is a jealous god. Jealous not of us. He is jealous not because he is insecure but he 
is jealous for us because he loves us and wants the best for us. And Last week 
Pastor Ben talked about he third commandment and our need for rest, not just 
physical rest, but mental, emotional and spiritual rest. Jesus said, Come to me, all 
you who are weary and burdened and I will give you rest. We need rest in Jesus.  
commandment and our need for rest.   

And so if you're keeping track of where we're at in the 10 commandments, you 
may have realized that today, we're studying the 4th Commandment, which is all 
about honoring your father and mother. I know some of our young people are 
like, “Oh no.” I know some of you parents already have a smile on your face like 
the cat who just caught the bird. You are elbowing or eyeing up your child sitting 
by you. You are pumped. Right now you are texting your son or daughter: “Hey! 
Drop what you are doing. . . tune into church. Great message happening that you 
Have to here!” Victoryofthelamb.com All the while thinking, they need to hear 
this.  

Let’s go ahead and jump in by going to Exodus 20:12  Honor your father and your 
mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you. With 
these words God is not only talking about parent/child relationships but also our 
relationship with all those who are in authority over us. Like those who lead in our 
bosses, our teachers, our government, even the church. All of these categories 
are God’s representatives here on earth. But for the most part we will be talking 
about parents and children today,  

Here is a typical progression of a child’s relationship with his or her parents 
through life stages: 

Age 4 – My parents can do anything. 

Age 8 – There are only a couple things my parents can’t do. 



Age 13 – My parents don’t have a clue.  

Age 20 – My parents don’t understand anything, 

Age 25 – I’m shocked. My parents came up with a good idea. 

Age 30 – I wonder what mom and dad think I should do 

Age 40 – Let’s talk about it with our parents 

Age 50 – I wonder what mom and dad would have done. 

Age 55 and older – I wish I could talk it over with my parents. 

We all feel the misfortune of having erring parents. And so we have come up with 
all kinds of justification’s not to honor out parents: they don’t understand, they 
are old fashioned, I know better. Instead of honoring our parents we often ignore 
our parents, storm away from our parents, curse our parents, hide stuff from our 
parents.  

Jesus didn’t say honor your parents, governing authorities, etc., if you agree with 
them, think they are right, are doing the right thing. Jesus said honor. The only 
time we are not to follow those in authority over us is if they ask to do something 
that goes against God’s Word like in cases of abuse.  

What does it mean to honor? 

Honor has the same root word in the Old Testament as the word glory, as in the 
glory of God. The word glory means it has weight to it, it is heavy.  

When you get an email from your boss at work, it carries more weight than when 
you get an email at work from someone who is underneath you or on the same 
level as you on the organizational chart. We honor are parents by giving them 
weight in our lives. 

Keep in mind who this God is who said honor your father and mother. This is the 
God who created the world. No small feat. And if you have ever tried to create 
something out of nothing, you know God by his creative power has a lot weight. 
The God who said honor your father and mother is the God who rescued the 
people of Israel out of slavery. They didn’t lift a single finger in an offensive or 
defensive war. They just walked out of Egypt with all the loot because God fought 
and won the battle for them. Furthermore, you and I know this God as the one 



who through Jesus defeated our enemies of sin, death, and Satan. God didn’t 
need or ask for our help. He just defeated them, and we get the victory.  God has 
earned our honor, love, and respect by creating the world, sending his Son to pay 
for the sins of the world. In doing so he tipped the glory scale by doing everything 
for us. So when God says something, it carries weight. It is a hundred-pound gold 
brick that you would never want to get rid of vs a little dust in the wind. What is 
honor? Honor is giving weight to someone. 

Honor includes not only love but also R E S P E C T. There is a lot of disrespect in 
life. We see it in the media, politics, social media, the parking lot at Target, just 
when the doors open at Wal-Mart on Black Friday, and in our homes. Respect is 
not a political, racial, economic, social media, culture issue. So honor is a heart 
issue.  

Let’ see it in Jesus’ life. Mary and Joseph, the mom and stepfather were not 
perfect. They freaked when they couldn’t get the baby Jesus to stop crying. They 
watched him like a hawk so he wouldn’t fall but he still did. They meant well but. 
And then there was the time when they left him behind in Jerusalem. Joseph and 
Mary forgot God’s Son. They lost Jesus. Imagine what that prayer was like. Mary 
begins: Dear God, ahhh. Need some big-time assistance. And Joseph chimes in 
quickly, Mary lost your son. HELP. Amen. Jesus honors us and them by keeping 
this commandment. 

Another example from Jesus’ life. This one is with the governing authorities. Jesus 
knows a thing or two about corrupt governments, looking to pad their own 
pockets, trying to save face, abusing people to get what they want, coming up 
with laws that are absurd. He honored, respected, and loved the government 
officials even though they put him to death.  Isaiah 53:7 He was oppressed and 
afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, 
and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. So, he 
knows all about horrible governments and politics. Still, he kept the 
commandment.  

God shows he honors, loves, and respects us even when we blew it. Our track 
record isn’t the greatest. But God’s track record is. We sin, but he continues to 
honor, respect, love, and forgive us.  



Jesus shows us What is honor? - Honor is a matter of our character not someone 
else’s.  

Here are some take aways for children and parents. First, for children regardless 
of whether you are 3 or 93 to honor parents and those in authority: 

Forgive them. There are no perfect parents. All parents have fallen short of their 
children’s expectations, their own expectations and God’s expectations. Parents 
have made unwise decisions, had unrealistic expectations, said and done things 
that have left kids wounded. We can honor our parents by forgiving them, like 
Jesus forgave us. 

Speak well of them. We live in a time when it is considered good to rip people 
apart. It is even considered therapeutic. We think little of telling the world what 
we think about our government, bosses, parents. Yet God tells us that we owe 
them honor and respect to all the authorities placed over us. 

Esteem them privately and publicly.  

Seek their wisdom. Seek their input on major decisions. 

Support them. We honor our parents by taking care of them not only financially 
but being there for them in their old age. Grimm’s fairy tale – The family was 
made of two parents and a child and one grandfather. The grandfather was 
growing old and unsteady. Mealtime usually became a mess because the 
grandfather was so shaky. The grandfather became worse and worse, and the 
parents were concerned the example he was setting for their child. So the parents 
moved the grandfather away from the family table and to a corner to eat. Of 
course, being isolated affected him even more. Finally, he didn’t have the motor 
skills to eat with fork and spoon. Still concerned about the example he might be 
setting for their children, the parents decided to put his food in a small trough 
and took away all the silverware.  So, he ate with his fingers and hands. One day 
the parents noticed the child playing in the shed. He had some wood, a saw, a 
hammer, and some nails. The parents asked him what he was going to build. He 
responded, a trough for you when you get older.”  

Honor your parents because the God of glory and honor, honors you and them. 



Parents here is how you can help your children honor you. Parents, honor your 
kids like God honors you. If we don’t honor our kids, how can we expect honor in 
return.   

Be fulfilled in your relationship with God, (you are in Jesus) and then you can 
honor people even when they don’t deserve it.  

Recognize your responsibility to obey God and above all, to be genuinely faithful 
concerned to take care of your awesome responsibility to take care of your 
children’s soul and body.  

Encourage your children as God has encouraged you with praise and affection, 
grace, guidance, expectations, hope, love, relationship, understanding, unity, 
accountability. They need hugs and kisses and words that affirm their proper 
behavior and attitude. Teach them the meaning on “no.” God has given us 
children so that we might lead them to love God.  

HONOR. Imagine what it would be like if we honored God by taking him at his 
Word. Imagine what it would be like if we understood that God honors us even 
though we don’t deserve it. Imagine what it would be like if we understood that 
honor is about our character not someone else’s. Imagine what it would be like in 
our homes if we honored those in authority like Jesus did. Imagine what it would 
we honored all of God’s representatives like Jesus did.  


