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I am not much of an artist. Even my stick figures are troubling. In school a lot of 
people liked art class. I wasn’t one of them. A typical art assignment is to show 
the students a picture that is a masterpiece and then have the students draw it. 
That was brutal for me. It never turned out well. But if we were allowed to place 
our piece of paper on top of the picture and trace, well that went a whole lot 
better. Today as we continue our series Top Ten Way to Live a Better Life, we are 
going to trace over God’s plan for purity and marriage as we study the 6th 
Commandment – You shall not commit adultery. And we are going to answer this 
question – How do we follow God’s design of sexuality and marriage?  

So let’s go back to the original masterpiece of sexuality and marriage. Genesis 
1:26-27 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so 
that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the 
livestock and all the wild animals,[a] and over all the creatures that move along 
the ground.”27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he 
created them; male and female he created them.  In the masterpiece, there are 
males and there are females. God intentionally created each one of us as sexual 
beings. Male and female.  

He designed us this way on purpose and for a purpose. God blessed them and 
said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number;” This is a part of God’s 
masterpiece, a male and a female. Three main designs of marriage: 
companionship, children, and sexual purity. Sexual purity one male, one female, 
one lifetime. Now I know that our culture has a problem with that today. But we 
are not called to follow culture we are called to follow Jesus who said, Mark 10:6-
9 at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female.’[a] 7 ‘For this 
reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife,[b] 8 and 
the two will become one flesh.’[c] So they are no longer two, but one 
flesh. 9 Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 

In our culture, people are starting to draw their own picture of sexuality and 
marriage without even looking at the masterpiece. It is not only our culture but 
also Christians do this too. Here is how that is often played out for Christians 
whether married or single. How far can we go? How close can we get to sinning 
without sinning? That is a really dangerous mindset. 
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Think of it this way. You are walking out in the backyard on a spring day. After the 
snow has melted. With the snow gone what is revealed is all the dog poo that 
didn’t get picked up.  Do you say to yourself it is so nice and warm outside, “I 
wonder how close I can get to the dog poo without stepping in it.”  

It’s gross. Sin is not only wrong it is repulsive. So the question for us and our 
sexuality and marriage is not how close can I get to sin without sinning but how 
close can I get to God so that sin isn’t even in the picture. How do we follow 
God’s design of sexuality and marriage? Keep tracing. 

There are always going to be people out there that want to cause us to sin. Who 
think that God’s masterpiece of sexuality and marriage is outdated and there is a 
better way. It reminds of me of what the prophet Isaiah said, Isaiah 45:9 Does the 
clay say to the potter, What are you making? Does your work say, The potter 
has no hands? Sometimes people think they can draw what they want when it 
comes to sexuality and marriage. And that has led to not only mental health 
issues but also to lust, 13 billion pornography industry in the US not to mention 
fornication and adultery and the subsequent break up and disregard of families. 

There are people who will do their best to pull us away from God. That is what 
happened to a guy named Joseph. Remember the story?  

Here is: Genesis 39:6 Potiphar left everything he had in Joseph’s care; with 
Joseph in charge, he did not concern himself with anything except the food he 
ate. Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, 7 and after a while his master’s 
wife took notice of Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!”8 But he 
refused. “With me in charge,” he told her, “my master does not concern himself 
with anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my 
care. 9 No one is greater in this house than I am. My master has withheld 
nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. How then could I do such 
a wicked thing and sin against God?” 10 And though she spoke to Joseph day 
after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her. 11 One day he 
went into the house to attend to his duties, and none of the household 
servants was inside. 12 She caught him by his cloak and said, “Come to bed with 
me!” But he left his cloak in her hand and ran out of the house. 



Potiphar’s wife was drawing her own design of sexuality and marriage. We don’t 
know if she knew of God’s design. But either way, her design wasn’t close to 
God’s original masterpiece.  She was trying to cause Joseph to sin because of her 
attraction to him. She was relying on her version of sexuality and marriage and so 
the vow and commitment she made was to happiness to herself and not to her 
marriage. And that would allow her to have a handsome young man for a few 
minutes. She was trying to convince Joseph no one will know. No one will get 
hurt. No one will get hurt is a lie. Whether or not she knew God’s design for 
marriage, she was still making a different drawing. 

But Joseph knew God’s design for marriage. Her marriage was worth far more in 
Joseph’s eyes than it was to her. Joseph knows this would crush his master’s 
heart, this would crush her husband’s heart, and this would be a great wickedness 
and sin against God. When other men would be all too happy to jump into bed 
with an attractive, powerful, and eager woman, Joseph asks, “How could I do this 
great wickedness?” Sexual impurity is not just wrong; it is wicked. And it is not 
just wicked; it is a great wickedness. 

Joseph was not so much worried about losing his job, his money, or sexual 
pressure. He refused to lose God. God’s glory was too beautiful, his friendship too 
precious, his promises to great for Joseph to jump out of God’s design into her 
bed. And so he ran, he literally ran. 1 Corinthians 6:18 says, Flee from sexual 
immorality. Sin is wrong, but it is also not worth wanting in the first place. As God 
becomes more beautiful to us sin becomes more repulsive.  How do we follow 
God’s design of sexuality and marriage? Keep Tracing. Because intimacy with 
God is the best intimacy! 

You see, God design for sex and marriage is stunningly beautiful. Sex inside of 
marriage is a beautiful and wonderful blessing. God relates marriage relationship 
with his relationship to all believers. God created us as sexual beings to teach us 
spiritual truths about himself. Ephesians 5 31 “For this reason a man will leave his 
father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one 
flesh.”[c] 32 This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the 
church. Every single human being comes into existence through this one flesh 
union. Every single human being comes into existence because of the relationship 
of Christ and his church.  
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Marriage portrays the greatest reality of the greatest person the Son of God, 
doing the greatest act to display the greatest covenant of God’s unfailing love for 
us. Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church 
and gave himself up for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing[b] her by the 
washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her to himself as a 
radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and 
blameless.  

How do we follow God’s design of sexuality and marriage? Keep tracing. 
Because marriage teaches us spiritual truths.              

Some of you are wondering: What about me? I have messed up. Is there any hope 
for me? In fact, we all ought to be concerned with a that because we have all 
messed up the masterpiece. After all, Jesus says, Matthew 5:27-28, “You have 
heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’[a] 28 But I tell you that 
anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with 
her in his heart. Do we have any hope? Or is there just guilt and shame left for 
me.  

Let’s go back to the designer. John 8:2-11  all the people gathered around him 
(Jesus), and he sat down to teach them. 3 The teachers of the law and the 
Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before 
the group 4 and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of 
adultery. 5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. (They got the 
importance of following the design and knew how harmful it was to not follow 
the design) Now what do you say?” 6 They were using this question as a trap, in 
order to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to write 
on the ground with his finger. 7 When they kept on questioning him, he 
straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the 
first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the 
ground. 9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older 
ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 10 Jesus 
straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one 
condemned you?” 11 “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn 
you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.” 

Jesus didn’t condemn her, nor did he tell it was ok to sin. He forgave her and 
directed her to leave her life of sin. We need to hear both of those things.   
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Forgiveness is not permission to keep on sinning. It is the removal of sin, guilt, and 
shame and the opportunity for a new start to live by a different design – the 
design of God’s masterpiece. 

Christian purity is based on and rooted in the bigness of and goodness of God, his 
grace, his power, his love through Jesus. Tracing on God’s design is not mainly 
about rejecting sexual temptation but receiving and embracing the heart of God. 
Yes, God calls us to live a life of sexual purity, but the only path to God’s purity is 
covered in the blood of Jesus. 

So keep tracing!  

 

 


