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(Colossians 3: 3-12) 3 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your 
hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set 
your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is 
now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then 
you also will appear with him in glory. 
5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual 
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of 
these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life 
you once lived. 8 But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as 
these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not 
lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and 
have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of 
its Creator. 11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or 
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a 
grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all 
these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

Holy Week is history. 2000 years ago, there was a historical man named Jesus. He 
lived in Galilee. He was crucified in Jerusalem. He was buried and he rose from 
the dead. Now Christians believe that because it was written in the Scriptures. 
Christians read the Old Testament and see the hundreds of prophecies that spoke 
of Jesus life, death, and resurrection. Then Christians read the New Testament 
and all the eyewitness accounts of Jesus life, death, and resurrection. But maybe 
you are looking for more proof, more evidence.  

Well, consider the fact that all the Apostles minus one died saying that saw Jesus 
alive. The most remarkable out of them all was the Apostle Paul. Paul at one time 
believed that Jesus and Christianity was a cult that needed to be destroyed. But 
then he met the resurrected Jesus, and he became a follower, even to the point 



of dying for his faith. As one teacher once told me, “Some people will die for what 
they hope to be true, but no one will die for what they know to be a lie.”  

But maybe you still want more proof of Jesus life, death, and resurrection. Well, I 
can’t show you video camera footage of the event, but I can show you the next 
best thing. You see there was a Jewish historian named Josephus. He was a 
contemporary of Jesus. And he wrote a history of the Jewish people. He was not a 
Christian, and yet this is what he recorded about Jesus in his history about Israel 
in the 1st century:  

At this time there was a wise man called Jesus, and his conduct was good, and 
he was known to be virtuous. Many people among the Jews and the other 
nations became his disciples. Pilate condemned him to be crucified and to die. 
But those who had become his disciples did not abandon his discipleship. They 
reported that he had appeared to them three days after his crucifixion and that 
he was alive. Accordingly, he was perhaps the Messiah, concerning whom the 
prophets have reported wonders. And the tribe of the Christians, so named 
after him, has not disappeared to this day. 

That is remarkable! Here you have an outside source who is no friend to 
Christianity documenting the historical facts of Jesus life, death, and resurrection. 
So, I can tell you with complete confidence: Holy Week is history. We have as 
much historical proof for the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus as any other 
historical event in history.  

But maybe you are thinking, “That’s great that Jesus’ story is history. His life, 
death, and resurrection is very moving. But what does that have to do with me. I 
mean, there are a lot of incredible historical events. Why is this one worth 
celebrating today?” 

Also, maybe some of you are thinking, “Pastor, I’m really struggling right now.” 
Maybe you are struggling with an addiction to pornography or alcohol or drugs. 
Maybe you are thinking, “Pastor, I’m really struggling in my marriage. I have 
issues with anger.” Or you are thinking, “I’m really struggling with greed. I keep 
overspending and it is causing all sort of financial trouble.” How can the historical 
event of the resurrection help with all those things? 



If that is how you feel, I want you to know you are not alone. In the first century, 
there was a group of new Christians called the Colossians. They heard the story 
about Jesus and were moved by this good news. But over time they seemed to 
become disinterested in the story of Jesus. They couldn’t see how it could really 
change their lives today. So they started getting involved in worldly philosophies 
and human traditions and no longer putting their trust in Christ. They thought, 
“Yeah, Jesus is great. But he died on rose 20 years ago way over in Jerusalem. 
How can that story really help me today?” 

So Paul said to them, 3 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your 
hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set 
your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is 
now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then 
you also will appear with him in glory. 

Paul says, “You died and you have been raised with Christ.” He is saying that what 
happened on Easter was not just some event a long time ago. You also 
experienced death and resurrection.  

Now what does he mean by that? Paul explains what he meant in an earlier 
section of this letter. He wrote, …having been buried with him in baptism, in 
which you were also raised with him through your faith in the working of God, 
who raised him from the dead. (Colossians 2:12) Holy Week is not just something 
that happened 2,000 years ago. Holy Week happened to you at your baptism.   

In a way, you could see your baptism like a dramatic reenactment of Holy Week. 
Just like Jesus died and was buried, your old self, your old identity died and was 
buried with Jesus. And just like Jesus came out of the grave alive, you came out of 
the waters of baptism made new.  

Paul says that your life is so connected to Christ.  Your life is now hidden with 
Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory.  (Colossians 3:3-4) What does that mean? Your reputation, 
your record, your eternity is hidden with Christ. It is locked up like in a safe and is 
secure. Because you are so deeply connected with Jesus, when Jesus returns you 
will be presented with him in glory. You will be resurrected.  



So what does Paul want you to know? You live a new life as if you were Christ. 
Your life is no longer about you. You died. And now you live as Christ in the world.  

When I was a young boy, my neighbor went to the Assembly of God church in 
Kenosha. Now, I believe it is called Journey Church. 30 years ago they used to put 
on this incredible Easter Production, where they would reenact the life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus. And for many years, my neighbor played the part of 
Jesus. Every spring he would grow out his beard and his hair. And he looked like 
the Jesus you would see in paintings and movies. One year I remember we went 
to the production. My neighbor, Bill, did such a good job playing the role. They 
put him up on the cross and the laid him in a tomb and he came out of the tomb. 
He did such a good job that I forget that it was my neighbor.  

That’s what it’s like for us. In our baptism we were buried with Christ. And now 
we have a new identity. God forgets who we are. He sees us as if we are Christ.  

So what are we supposed to do now? Paul says: Set your hearts on things above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things 
above, not on earthly things. (Colossians 3:1-2) 

So what is Paul telling us to do? He is telling us to keep our focus on Jesus and his 
story. What does that mean? 

Have you ever heard of method acting? That is where an actor is so consumed by 
his character that he forgets who he is. He doesn’t break character even outside 
of the set. That’s what we want to do. We want to set our minds on Christ so 
much that we become more and more like him.  

Now, even as Christians who have died and been raised with Jesus, we are still 
going to struggle with sin. Sin is going to pop up in our hearts. And here is what 
Satan wants you to do. He wants you to identify with your sin. He wants your sin 
and sinful desires to stick to you. Have you ever played, “Pin the tail on the 
donkey?” Well, Satan likes to play “pin the sin on the Christian.” He doesn’t want 
you to identify with your new life in Christ.  

So when Satan wants to pin sin to you, this is what Paul says, 5 Put to 
death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual 
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of 
these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life 



you once lived. 8 But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as 
these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your 
lips. (Colossians 3:5-8) 

When Satan wants to pin these sins to you and lead you to go back to your old 
way of life, Paul says take those temptations and sins and pin them to the cross. 
Put them to death. Crucify those sins. That’s not who you are any more. You died 
to those sins you don’t want to live in them any more.  

Instead, Paul continues to tell you to play the role of Jesus. 12 Therefore, as God’s 
chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive 
one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord 
forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all 
together in perfect unity. (Colossians 3:12-14) 

Paul reminds us that we are God’s chosen people. We are loved. Our sins and old 
way of life was buried in our baptism. So now we can put on the clothes of Christ. 
We can wear his character. We can show compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience. We can forgive. We can let love control all our actions.  

Have you heard of method acting? It is where an actor totally immerses 
themselves in the role they are playing. They try to get in the character’s head 
and do everything the character would do. In a way they become the character. I 
saw this with my neighbor. He worked hard to play the role of Jesus in the theater 
production. But it spilled over into his life. He was a compassionate man and a 
forgiving man, which was good news for me. Because when I was about 9 years 
old, I was hitting my nine iron in the back yard, and I caught one shot real clean 
and the ball kept travelling and travelling until it went right through my neighbor’s 
lower right window. But he compassionately acted like Jesus showing love and 
forgiveness to this 9 year old.  

This is what Paul is telling us to do. Spend so much time with Jesus, let his word 
dwell in us richly. Let his peace rule our hearts. Set our minds on things above and 
his reign. And as we spend time with Jesus we start to embody Jesus.  

C.S. Lewis said that this is the whole point of Christianity: The Church exists for 
nothing else but to draw men into Christ, to make them little Christs. If they are 



not doing that, all the cathedrals, clergy, missions, sermons, even the Bible 
itself, are simply a waste of time. God became Man for no other purpose. It is 
even doubtful, you know, whether the whole universe was created for any 
other purpose. 

And that’s the main take away I have for you today: Embody the story of Easter. 
Don’t let Easter just be an event that happened 2K years ago. See that Easter 
happened to you at your baptism. Your old life died and now you are alive to live 
a new life in Christ.  

I love the Easter service. I’m so thankful for all the work that has gone into this 
celebration. The set design and the music and the children’s ministry and the 
lights and the food. If you see any of the staff make sure you thank them. I love 
the Easter celebration. But here’s the good news. It doesn’t have to just happen 
one time a year. The Easter story is to be your daily story. We are called to 
embody this story. When you sin, nail that sin to the cross and remember, the old 
you died and you don’t have to live in that story. Spend so much time with Jesus 
that you begin to embody his life and story and character. Your old self died, so 
now live a new life in Christ. Amen. 


