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The world was created in shalom. That is to say, there was nothing but peace, 
tranquility, wholeness, security, health, prosperity, well-being, life and love. It was 
exemplified in the relationship that God had with Adam and Eve when they 
walked together in the garden in the cool of day. It was their happy place. Some 
of you might think of walking on white sandy beaches hand in hand with God. For 
others, maybe walking with God next to a bustling creek in the mountains. We 
don’t know exactly what it was like other than to say it was oneness with God. It 
was beyond great.  

And then, then there was sin. And it shattered the peace, tranquility, wholeness, 
security, health, prosperity, well-being, life and love In other words it shattered 
their relationship with God. The happy places were destroyed. Think of walking on 
white sandy beaches covered in thorns and broken glass. Or walking in the 
mountains ravaged by a forest fire. No longer green trees but sticks, no longer a 
bustling creek but a dry creek bed. on an angle on ice in the mountains. In 
shalom’s place was blame and shame, anger, animosity, back biting, and hatred, 
swearing, jealousy, gossip, coverups, coveting, cursing, deceiving, fraud, guilt, 
hiding, lying, lust, lack of trust, hatred and death. Death of the relationship with 
God. Death to the oneness with God. Let’s pause for a moment and reflect on 
how sin has messed up our relationships with people and with God.  

Due to sin, shalom and the amazing relationship with God was gone, broken, 
shattered, ruined, non-existent, dead.  

On this Good Friday, I want to give you the back story of history so that you can 
see that His story, meets your story, and restores your relationship with God. It is 
an epic story that only God could write but also accomplish. 

The Temple Grounds in Jerusalem were constructed with this broken relationship 
in mind. For example, furthest from Temple itself was the court of the Gentiles, 
inside of that and closer to the Temple itself was the court of women, the temple 
were men were allowed to go into, then the holy place where priests could go 
into, and then there was the Holy of Holies or the Most Holy Place that 
represented where God dwelled and so it was the heart of worship. Only the high 
priest could go into the Most Holy Place and only one day a year.  



The Most Holy Place had a huge curtain that separated it from the holy place, and 
from everyone else. The curtain was 60 feet high by 30 feet across. According to 
the historian Josephus this curtain was a handbreadth thick, or about four inches 
thick.  The curtain was a darker purple which represented royalty and divinity in 
the ancient Near East. This dark purple required 12,000 murex snails to make 1.4 
grams of pure dye. In other words, the curtain is priceless. The curtain made really 
clear and obvious the separation between God and people, because God is 
absolutely holy and we are absolutely not. Because of our sin, people are not only 
not worthy to be in the presence of God but are not allowed to be in the presence 
of God.  

Historians say before the High Priest entered the Most Holy Place on that one day 
a year, known as the Day of Atonement, he would tie a rope around his waist so 
he could be pulled out if he died while he was in the Most Holy Place. On the Day 
of Atonement, that one day a year that the High Priest could go into the Most 
Holy Place, this is what would happen: 

The high priest would have two goats, one to be sacrificed because of the 
uncleanness and rebellion of the Israelites. This was a reminder that the wages of 
sin is death. The other goat was used as a scapegoat. The high priest placed his 
hands on its head, confessed over it the rebellion and wickedness of the Israelites, 
and sent the goat out with an appointed man who released it into the wilderness. 
The goat carried on itself all the sins of the people, which were forgiven for 
another year. This was a reminder that God would be the one who takes away the 
sin of the world. 

And that is the back story that plays a very important part of Good Friday and 
Jesus’ story and your restored relationship with God. Let’s see how.   

It was Friday, but it wasn’t a typical Friday. It was Passover Friday. But it wasn’t 
the typical Passover Friday either. People were shopping, anticipating the 
celebration all of that, but that Friday it grew dark in the middle of the afternoon. 
People were crucified, not so unusual but that an innocent person is crucified that 
is unusual.  

Here is what Scripture says happened on the cross and at the Temple on that 
atypical Friday some 2,000 years ago and the sacrifice of the innocent Jesus. 
Matthew 27:45-51 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over 



all the land. 46 About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, 
Eli,[a] lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?”).[b] 47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, 
“He’s calling Elijah.”48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it 
with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 49 The rest 
said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.” 50 And when 
Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 51 At that moment 
the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.  

My God, my God why have your forsaken me. His relationship with God died 
because of our sin. This is when Jesus was suffering hell in our place. The oneness 
of his relationship with God was gone. 

After Jesus said, It is finished, and after Jesus said Father into your hands I commit 
my spirit. Life left him. He died. And at the very instant with what must have been 
a thunderous crack the 60-foot tall 4-inch thick Temple Curtain was torn in two, 
from top to bottom. Remember that this curtain was about 4 inches thick. This 
tearing of the thick curtain from top to bottom can only be from hand and power 
of God.  

The Temple curtain is torn right down the middle. The sacrificial system of 
worship is complete. The temple system is done. The Old Covenant is gone. 
Temples, priests, prophet, animal sacrifices, the priesthood. Gone. Jesus made the 
Old Covenant completely irrelevant.  

Hebrews 9 15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those 
who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has 
died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first 
covenant. 

The boundary and separation of the outer court of the Gentiles is removed by 
Jesus drawing all nations, tribes, and languages. The court of women is rendered 
useless as Jesus makes male and female, Jew and Gentiles heirs of God. And the 
priestly courts are rendered obsolete because all Christians are a holy priesthood. 
Throughout his earthly ministry Jesus broke down one barrier after the other. The 
inner curtain was the last. The separation is gone because the sin is gone. It is 
paid for in full. This is great news. The door to God’s heart and to heaven is wide 
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open. Access granted. As Hebrews 10:19-22 says, 19 Therefore, brothers and 
sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of 
Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his 
body, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw 
near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith 
brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and 
having our bodies washed with pure water.  

Christ’s work of salvation is complete. The Temple curtains is torn in two signaling 
that the separation between God and man is gone. The sufficiency and 
completeness of the sacrifice of Christ on Good Friday is the fulfillment and 
culmination of the Day of Atonement. The sacrifice of Christ put what the two 
goats symbolized into completion. The blood of the first goat was sprinkled on the 
ark, ritually appeasing the wrath of God for another year.  

Romans 5:9 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more 
shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him! The second goat removed the 
sins of the people into the wilderness where they were forgotten and no longer 
clung to the people. Isaiah 53:6  We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us 
has turned to our own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  

Jesus is the mediator of the new covenant. There is no need for ongoing 
sacrifices. Sin, death, and Satan no longer keep us from God. God made a way 
through Jesus’ sacrifice, for us to come to him. 1 John 2:2 He is the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole 
world. 

Here is what that means for you in your daily life. There is nothing blocking you 
from God. You can let go of sin, even the sin you are holding tightly too, because 
it is obsolete. You can let go of pride because it cost a lot more than self-
righteousness to pay for your sins and they are paid for in full. Let go of the guilt 
and shame because it is a lie.  

Quit living like there is a curtain up. Since the curtain is down and your 
relationship is restored, you can let go and lean into loving your neighbor without 
cause or judgment. We may approach God in full confidence and boldly as 
Children adopted through Christ and you can lean into prayer pouring your heart 
out and at the same time relying on God to do the best thing whether we 



understand it or not. Finally, you can just lean on God for He who did not spare 
his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, 
graciously give us all things? Romans 8:32. You are in good hands. He get us. And 
because he gets us, we get him! And with him there is shalom- peace, tranquility, 
wholeness, security, health, prosperity, well-being, life and love. There is the 
restored relationship of oneness.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


