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Victory of the Lamb // April 14, 2022 // Pastor Forrest Bivens 
Series: All Things New // Sermon: New Covenant // Text: Luke 22:19-20 

Luke 22:19-20, And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, 
saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  In the 
same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood, which is poured out for you.” 

What is old and new at the same time? A used car with new owners. ed at garage 
sales; “old” items and are new and appreciated to new owners.  

• On much higher level: The Lord’s compassion or mercies: Eternal, yet “new 
every morning” (Lam 3:23). New creations in Christ even though the same 
people. At Victory we are celebrating how our Lord makes “all things new” 
the “covenant” (this evening) “relationship” with God (tomorrow) and “life” 
(Easter services).   

• The New Covenant is as “old” as Adam and Eve (Genesis 3), was known to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, but given a new name through Jeremiah in this 
evening’s reading. It is still new. It is a cause for renewed joy. And a chance 
to learn more. This evening let us relearn and enjoy three great truths about 
the New Covenant. 

Three truths we should know about the New Covenant 

Using language drawn from business and advertising, we’ll note how  

1. The New Covenant is New and Improved 
2. The New Covenant comes with a Lifetime Warranty  
3. The New Covenant brings Life-Changing Power 

 

Our first focus is the truth that The New Covenant is New and Improved 

Both the prophet Jeremiah and our Lord Jesus use the term “new covenant.” 
This reminds us of the so-called “old covenant” and Jeremiah makes it clear 
what we’re referring to.  
 
Jeremiah 31:31-32  “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will 
make a new covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah. 
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It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them 
by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, 
though I was a husband to them,” declares the Lord. 
 
So the “old covenant” is the one that God made with the nation of Israel right 
after he led them out of Egypt, out of slavery, with Moses as their leader. It is 
more commonly known as the “Mosaic covenant” because God used Moses to 
communicate it to the people, and the “Sinaitic or Sinai covenant” because it 
was at Mount Sinai that this took place. This covenant governed the nation of 
Israel from that point in history until the time that Jesus came to earth and put 
the new covenant into effect (that is, about 1,500 years). 
 
The New Covenant was not only “new” but also better and much improved – for 
Israel (the Jews) and all of God’s people worldwide (“the Israel of God” in 
Galatians 6). Jeremiah already indicated an improvement or replacement was 
needed: 
 
Jeremiah 31:31-32  It [the “new covenant”] will not be like the covenant I made 
with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, 
because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them,” declares the 
Lord. 

 

This covenant or agreement was similar to a marriage covenant or agreement with 
two people binding themselves to each other in a special relationship. It was a 2-
sided agreement that needed both sides to keep promises to keep the covenant 
meaningful. Here is how it began back in Exodus, with God speaking to the people 
and the people replying: 

Exodus 19:4-8,  You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried 
you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now if you obey me fully and 
keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. 
Although the whole earth is mine,  you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation. . . .  The people all responded together, “We will do everything the 
Lord has said.”  
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But they didn’t keep their part of the agreement and anyone who has read the rest 
of the Old Testament knows that very well. It wasn’t that the covenant itself was 
bad or of poor quality; it was that God’s people couldn’t and didn’t keep their part 
of the agreement. They broke their promises repeatedly. And the New Covenant? 
Listen again to how the new covenant is described: 

Jeremiah 31:33-34, “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after 
that time,” declares the Lord.  “I will put my law in their minds and write it on 
their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. No longer will they 
teach their neighbor, or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all 
know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” declares the Lord. “For I will 
forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”  
 

Did you catch what our responsibilities are? Nothing! “I” used repeatedly by God. 
Not “we,” much less “you.” It’s like two people agree to purchase Trip to Paradise 
for $2,000, each to pay a portion. But one of them pays nothing. Then the other 
makes a new agreement: “I pay $2,000, you pay nothing” and does so. Paradise 
shared. For the weaker, the bankrupt person, that’s a greatly improved covenant. 
Everything is free, really free. 

Now we focus on the second truth we want to highlight about the New Covenant: 

1. The New Covenant is New and Improved 
2. The New Covenant comes with a Lifetime Warranty  

 

The New Covenant comes with a Lifetime Warranty 

This language is saying the covenant won’t disappear or in any way go away. Unlike 
the “old” (Mosaic, Sinai covenant) the new remains perpetually. The words of Jesus 
point us to this truth when he institutes the Lord’s Supper. Listen again: 

Luke 22:19-20, “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  In 
the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.” 

By giving us his body and blood together with the bread and wine, Jesus is making 
sure we connect the dots to get the intimate connection between his death and 
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the new covenant. In the Bible, blood (that is, the death of someone or something) 
was always needed in establishing and certifying covenants.  The NT Letter to the 
Hebrews explains this more fully. (Be aware that the Bible words “covenant, 
testament, and will—as in last will & testament” are the same word. The context 
or subject matter is what guides us to use one word or another.) 

Hebrews 9:16-20, In the case of a will, it is necessary to prove the death of the 
one who made it, because a will is in force only when somebody has died; it never 
takes effect while the one who made it is living. This is why even the first 
covenant was not put into effect without blood. When Moses had proclaimed 
every command of the law to all the people, he took the blood of calves, together 
with water, scarlet wool and branches of hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll and all 
the people. He said, “This is the blood of the covenant, which God has 
commanded you to keep.” 

 

Blood (death) was also needed to establish and certify the new covenant. It was 
the death, body & blood, of Jesus that served – and still serves – as the foundation 
of the new covenant.  It also reminds us of what would call the essence or heart-
and-core of the one-sided, God-given covenant—namely, the forgiveness of sins. 
To use Jeremiah’s words, God’s firm covenant promise is to “forgive our 
wickedness and remember our sins no more.”  

The lifetime warranty or guarantee is firm and unchangeable because no one can 
change or undo what Jesus did for us. The covenant – or testament or last will and 
testament – was ratified once and for all when Jesus died and completed our 
redemption to set us free from our guilt and punishment for sin. As simple as this 
is, some overlook it. Don’t! Remember the references to his “body,” his “blood” 
and how they are “given” and “poured out.” That’s the language of death. “Do this 
in remembrance of me.” Simple – yet strange in one way. He does not tell us to 
recall his wise and tender words. Nor does he call us to remember his amazing and 
gracious miracles. He doesn’t even urge us to reflect on his flawless, noble 
character. All of these were most worthy of meditation & remembering. But it’s his 
death that is chosen as memorable. There is the foundation of the new covenant 
and our forgiveness. Not only that, but it’s a lifetime guarantee – and our lives 
extend beyond the grave and forever and ever. 
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The third and final truth we look at this evening is this: 

1. The New Covenant is New and Improved 
2. The New Covenant comes with a Lifetime Warranty  
3. The New Covenant brings Life-Changing Power 

 

The New Covenant brings Life-Changing Power 

To put it simply, the new covenant is Gospel, pure Gospel or good news of 
pardon and the removal of our guilt. It’s not law, nor commands, nor urgings to 
clean up our act or improve our lifestyles. The Old Covenant that came through 
Moses was unable to supply the power that people needed to fulfill and obey it. 
The Law of Moses was very clear in stating, “Thou shalt not” or “Do this and live” 
or “Be holy.” But there was nothing in the law itself that could empower the 
people to obey it. The Law of Moses told the people of Israel what they should 
and should not do but it was never capable of supplying them with the internal 
energy or the spiritual power to obey. I’m not sure who first said it, but here a 
great truth: 
 
To run and work the law commands, 
Yet gives me neither feet nor hands. 
But better news the gospel brings: 
It bids me fly, and gives me wings! 
 
 

I recently came across this comment about contemporary preaching: “Too much 
preaching today is only moral urgings – like telling a prisoner to hang a picture or 
put in a new rug in his cell. What’s needed is someone to open the door and set the 
prisoner free!” The gospel of grace and of Christ does that. And it is wonderful!  C.S.  
Lewis once walked into a group that was discussing “What makes Christianity 
different from all other religions?” He quickly answered: “That’s easy. Grace.” He 
was referring to God’s undeserved love, free and freely given through Jesus. That’s 
what the new covenant is based on, and it changes hearts as well as eternal 
destinies. 
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It is the working of the Holy Spirit through the Gospel of God’s grace. It is parallel 
to the new life observed with trees in spring—when the old, dead leaves are thrust 
off and away by the new life surging, flowing from within! True renewal and 
reformation (of lives as well as churches or synods) is the work of the Spirit, from 
the inside out. This is precisely what through Jeremiah God said would come with 
the new covenant:  

“I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, 
and they will be my people. 

A personal relationship with God as well as a new appreciation of God’s will is 
promised. This simple and easily-stated truth deserved our attention and thought. 
Over a century ago, Oswald Chambers wrote:  

Wherever Christianity has ceased to be vigorous it is because it has become 
Christian ethics instead of Christian evangel. People will listen more readily to an 
exposition of the Sermon on the Mount than they will to the meaning of the 
Cross. But they forget that to preach the Sermon on the Mount apart from the 
Cross is to preach an impossibility.”  

As genuine Gospel, the new covenant – and the Lord’s Supper – produces saving 
faith in Jesus. With faith come the fruits of faith, resulting in more mature holy 
lifestyles. To illustrate this, and to end this sermon, I’ll share a story about two men 
who ended up receiving the Lord’s Supper together. One was a highly respected 
judge and next to him was a less-respected and more-recent convert to Christianity 
who had even been sentenced to serve a prison term by the judge years before. 
Side by side they received our Lord’s body and blood, with the bread and wine, to 
assure them of forgiveness earned by Jesus.  After the service a friend of the judge 
commented that when he saw this he could only think of the wonders of God’s 
grace. The judge responded with tears in his eyes and said the same thing had 
occurred to him. But then the judge explained:  

“God has been most gracious to me! That other man had bad parenting, was 
under-educated, never given much of a chance and almost naturally turned to 
crime. Let us praise God for God’s grace that lifted him up from all that. But I was 
much more of a project – I had everything: parents, home, education, 
encouragement, respect, social position. I was more likely to ignore my Savior, 
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belittle his grace, to treat Christ’s sacrifice with contempt. Praise God all the more 
for lifting me up from that!”  

So you respected friends, community leaders, and useful citizens – you and I have 
serious sinfulness personally and professionally – so we qualify as the kind of 
people who belong at this Supper. Here’s the answer for our serious sinfulness! 
Here’s the new covenant! 

1. The New Covenant is New and Improved 
2. The New Covenant comes with a Lifetime Warranty  
3. The New Covenant brings Life-Changing Power 

 

Enjoy it. Thank and praise God for it. Tell others about it. Amen.  


