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3 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all 

kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and 

hating one another. 4 But when the kindness and love of God our 

Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of righteous things we had 

done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and 

renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us generously through 

Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might 

become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 8 This is a trustworthy saying. And I 

want you to stress these things, so that those who have trusted in God may be 

careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. These things are excellent 

and profitable for everyone. (Titus 3:3-8) 

We are continuing our sermon series Glad you asked. This whole series is built 

around the questions that you submitted. We are so thankful that so many of 

your participated and sent in your questions. Do you know what was one of the 

most talked about topics? Baptism. That’s right. You had lots of questions about 

baptism. Which makes sense.  

Why do you think that is? Well, for one, baptism has been one of the most 

debated practices over the last 500 years. The debate is usually surrounding three 

main questions: 

1. Who can baptize? Do you need to be a priest or pastor or can you just be a 

layperson? 

2. When is a person supposed to be baptized? Should they be baptized as 

infants or teenagers or adults? 

3. How should they be baptized? Do they need to be immersed in water or 

can water just be applied to their heads? 

The reason these questions have been so hotly debated is because there are no 

clear and direct Bible passages that answer these questions. You will not find a 

Bible verse that says: Only priests can baptize or Lay people can baptize. You will 

not find a Bible verse that says, all babies are to be baptized. Or you must be at 



least a teenager. Or you must be at least 21. Nor does the Bible say that you have 

to be immersed in a pool or river or you can baptize by applying water.  

There are different stories in the Bible that seem to hint and different practices. 

But there are no clear prescriptive commands as to how you are to practice 

baptism. And so different traditions and denominations look at the principles of 

Scripture and their own historical practices and come to their own conclusions.  

There is no way for me to solve this 500-year debate in 20 minutes. And even if I 

could come up with an airtight argument to prove the practices of our tradition, 

some people would not be convinced because these practices are so deep in the 

cultures and traditions that we grew up with.  

But, I believe there is a much more important reason that people had questions 

on baptism. Deep down we all are asking the question that the Jailer at Philippi 

asked the Apostle Paul, what must I do to be saved?” We all have a natural 

knowledge of God. We instinctively know that we were created good and we 

want to continue to be good. But we have all turned in on ourselves. We have all 

become selfish and self-centered. We all have this conscience that desires to be 

good again and right with God. We want to know what we can do to make that 

happen. We wonder, Do I need to join a church? Do I need to say a certain 

prayer? Do I need to give more time or money to a charity? And even more 

specifically to the question that you asked: Do I need to be baptized to be saved? 

Does baptism guarantee my holiness before God? And if I’m not baptized, am I 

doomed? 

Before I answer that question, let’s look at the history of baptism and how this 

practice started. John the Baptist, the cousin of Jesus is the first person in the 

Bible to practice baptism. But he didn’t get this idea out of nowhere. In the Old 

Testament, over 1000 years before Jesus, Moses taught the Jewish priests and 

Levites to practice ceremonial washing before they entered into the Temple. 

There was this big bronze basin outside the temple and the priests would cleanse 

themselves before they entered into God’s presence and performed sacrifices. In 

addition, if a person became ceremonially unclean, they would also go through a 

type of cleansing with water. This taught the people that because of who we are, 

we can’t just waltz into God’s presence.  



John the Baptist took those ancient cleansing practices and applied them to all 

the Israelites. What’s also interesting is that John did not just baptize anywhere. 

He took the people to the Jordan River. Back in the days of Moses, the Israelites 

wandered in the desert for 40 years. When they were finally permitted to enter 

the Promised Land, God parted the waters of the Jordan, and in a way they 

passed through those waters as they went into the Promised Land as God’s 

chosen people and his special representatives to the world. Unfortunately, the 

Israelites failed to honor God and be a light to the world. So John the Baptist is 

taking the people back to this very place as a way of saying, “Let’s try this again. 

Let’s repent” which means to do turn away from your old ways to follow God in 

faith. 

The multitudes listened to John and became baptized. And then one day Jesus, 

himself, came out and was baptized. Jesus validated what John was doing. At 

Jesus’ baptism, the heaven’s parted and the Father spoke, this is my Son who I 

love with him I am well pleased. And the Holy Spirit came on him in the form of a 

dove. Jesus’ baptism became the inauguration of his ministry. Also in his baptism, 

Jesus was identifying with sinners like us.  

Then after Jesus died and rose, he gave the church his great mission statement: 

He said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore 

go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I 

have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 

age.” 

Jesus was telling his disciples that they were to go out and make more disciples. 

And the way to make these disciples was to first baptize them, like Jesus was 

baptized and then teach them to obey everything that he had taught.  

And that’s what the disciples did. The book of Acts tells the story of the birthday 

of the Christian church when the Holy Spirit was poured out on the people and 

Peter got up to preach to the crowds. He told them, “Repent and be 

baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 

your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for 

you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God 

will call.” (Acts 2:38-39) 



And on that day 3000 people got baptized and became Christians. And that what 

we see throughout the book of Acts. Everywhere the Apostles preach, they also 

baptized. Phillip baptized the Ethiopian Eunuch, Peter baptized the Roman 

Centurion, Cornelius and his whole household.  Ananias baptized Paul after Jesus 

converted him. And Paul baptized the Jailer at Philippi. Everywhere the message 

of the Gospel of Jesus Christ was preached, the people were also getting baptized.  

So that’s how the practice of baptism started, but that still doesn’t answer our 

question whether you have to be baptized to be saved. Well, let’s turn to the 

writings of Paul, who really gives us the theology of Baptism. He writes about 

baptism in a number of his letters in the New Testament. For now, let’s focus on 

what he said when he wrote his letter to Titus.  

He says, 3 At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved 

by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated 

and hating one another. (Titus 3:3) Paul says that our default setting is 

foolishness, disobedience. He says that we are by nature enslaved to all kinds of 

passions and pleasures. Now that might sound harsh. But just think about how 

much effort it takes to think about anyone else besides yourself. Just think about 

the effort it takes to not indulge your own passions and pleasures just for 

yourself. Take note of the hatred between political parties. But not just the hatred 

and division in society. But also in our own hearts.  

Paul says that God did something about our selfish condition: 4 But when the 

kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of 

righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. God looked at us in our 

situation with kindness. He was moved with compassion. And that kindness and 

compassion came to us in a person: Jesus Christ. He saved us. And it was not 

something we had done. It was not our special prayer or our church attendance 

or our charity work. It was because of his mercy. His pity on us.  

How did that happen? He saved us through the washing of rebirth and 

renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us generously through 

Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by his grace, we might 

become heirs having the hope of eternal life.  

Paul says that we were saved through the washing of rebirth. He is obviously 

talking about baptism. And notice he uses the preposition “through” and not 



“because”. He doesn’t say we were saved because of baptism, but through 

baptism. Earlier he said we are saved because of God’s mercy. We are saved 

because of the work of Jesus Christ and that work comes to us through baptism.  

Let me try to illustrate this. If you have diabetes and you need to take insulin. 

That insulin could save your life. You are saved because of the insulin and that 

insulin comes to you through the syringe. Now maybe there is another way to get 

the right sugars and insulin into your body. But the most common way is through 

a syringe.  

In the same way, the most common way that God communicates his grace and 

mercy to us is through baptism. In baptism we are adopted into God’s family, he 

shows us that we are forgiven and heirs of eternal life. But he might also 

communicate that message through a sermon or through God’s word. Just like 

Jesus did when he told the good news to the thief on the cross next to him. So 

yes, there are other ways for people to hear and believe and come to faith. But 

baptism is the clearest, most obvious, God-given way to assure us of our adoption 

and forgiveness.  

We don’t put our faith in our baptism. We put our faith in the finished work of 

Jesus. And that good news comes into our lives through baptism. The act of 

baptism doesn’t save us. But Jesus saves us. And he was to give and confirm that 

salvation to use through this rite and sacrament of baptism.  

Maybe I could use one more illustration. If you have been adopted, you know that 

your parents loved you before you went to the court. But when you went to court 

and the judge made them take an oath and sign the adoption papers, their love 

for you was clearly communicated and confirmed and made official. That is what 

is happening in your baptism. You know God loved you before your baptism. And 

you might have believed in him and had a living faith before your baptism. But at 

your baptism, God’s love for you was confirmed and made public.  

So that helps us answer our opening question: Do I need to be baptized to be 

saved?  

No 

But God has given us baptism to comfort and confirm his covenant with you.  



In other words, why wouldn’t you want to be baptized? Why wouldn’t you want 

God’s comfort and peace? So instead of debating baptism, let’s receive and enjoy 

all the blessings of baptism. That means if you are not baptized or not sure if you 

are baptized. Get baptized. Let’s schedule your baptism. We can make it a part of 

the worship service or outside the worship service. But let’s get you baptized so 

that you can experience this washing of renewal by the Holy Spirit.  

If you are already baptized, let your baptism be a source of daily comfort. Just 

like someone who has been adopt can go back to the day of their adoption, so can 

we. Or just like we celebrate our birthday, we can celebrate our new birth in 

Christ. When you feel like you don’t have an identity you can go back to your 

baptism and remember I’m a child of God. When you feel like you are enslaved to 

a certain pet sin, you can go back to your baptism and remember that you died 

with Christ and you were raised with him. Baptism is an outward event that tells 

your inward story, namely that you have been united with Christ and adopted 

into his family. Let this be a never-ending source of comfort.  

Baptism will continue to be debated by different theologians and denominations. 

And those are important debates for us to have. But there is also a time to stop 

debating and just enjoy the benefits of what God has given us. So, to answer the 

question clearly, Do I have to be baptized to be saved? No. It is not baptism that 

saves us. It is Jesus that saves us. But baptism is God’s preferred and clear way of 

giving us his grace and adopting us into his family. If God wants to give us his 

grace through this sacrament, why would we despise or neglect it. If you aren’t 

baptized, get baptized. And for all those who are baptized, let your baptism point 

you to Jesus and give you the comfort that can only come from Christ. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


