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When John Naisbitt wrote his book Megatrends back in the 80’s he said the one 
of the trends was going to be a shift from no choice to multiple choices. He 
obviously was right, and we have all come to expect it. For example:  The 
Cheesecake Factory menu is 21 pages and has 250 items. And according to  
Starbucks’ Global Chief Marketing Officer, there are 80,000 different ways to 
order a Starbucks coffee.  

With so many options in everyday life, the 21st Century Western worldview has 
concluded it doesn’t matter what you believe, who you believe in, if anyone, 
because just as there is more than one path to climb a mountain there are also a 
number of ways to get to God and heaven. The cultural assumption is that when 
anyone dies they go to a better place, aka heaven, that heaven is the default 
location for people who die.  People even conclude that hell is not all that bad, 
because hell is where all the naughty people go to have a good time when they 
die, aka a better place - heaven. Heaven is considered to be the default location 
when a person dies. We see this played out on the news all the time when 
tragedy strikes on the roadways or in the community. Crosses appear whether the 
person or people were Christians or not. (picture of crosses) 

With that kind of thinking permeating our culture it is not surprising that people, 
Christian and non-Christian think it is arrogant and wrong for Christians to think 
they have the only way to heaven. Today we are continuing our series Glad You 
Asked and the question we are going to focus on today on Father’s Day is “Will 
only Christians go to heaven?”  

Most, if not all worldviews and world religions teach love your neighbor, don’t 
steal. Most teach about kindness, and peace. But that doesn’t mean they are 
fundamentally the same. Even the Dalai Lama has acknowledged publicly that the 
central doctrines of Buddhism and Christianity are incompatible. He knows that 
you can’t be a Buddhist Christian or a Christian Buddhist. Christianity believes in 
one God, Hindus believe there are millions of gods. Christianity embraces Jesus as 
God taking on human flesh, Islam doesn’t even rank Jesus as the top guy. So to 
think that all religions are headed to the same place or believe in the same God is 
ignorance at the teachings at best or dishonesty at worst. These religions are not 
different ways up the same mountain. They are different places on the map.  



A lot of people think that as long as you are sincere and devoted that is what 
counts. But sincerity and devotion doesn’t make something right or true either. A 
person can be sincerely wrong. Hitler sincerely thought he was doing everyone a 
favor by murdering 6 million Jews. Just because a person is sincere doesn’t make 
it right.  When I played basketball, I sincerely wanted every shot to go in. But not 
every shot of mine went in.  

Others try to find assurance in what some have called the goodness quotient. 
Most people define goodness by comparing themselves to other people and not 
God, because if they compared themselves to God they would see their sin 
clearly. So we compare ourselves to others thinking that God will grade on the 
curve. Most of us like getting graded on the curve because we come out with a 
better grade or looking better than we deserve. For example, if the class did 
poorly on the test and you actually got the high score of 75, well you are going to 
get an A instead of a C. And if the average score was 50, instead of an F that is a C. 
But God doesn’t grade on the curve.  

We want the world to be fair. But as you know the world isn’t fair. God isn’t fair.  
But God is better than fair. Grace is better than fair. Because grace is not what 
you deserve, it is who God is.  

What makes Christianity different is how it deals with law breakers- those who 
don’t love their neighbor, those who steal, those who aren’t kind, and those who 
cause a lack of peace. CS Lewis said, the difference between Christianity and all 
other religions and worldviews is grace. Grace, the totally free and undeserved 
love of God. 

To see how grace distinguishes Christianity from other religions we need to recall 
the very nature of God. God is holy. Without sin, hating sin. Sin can’t be in God’s 
presence. And God is love. And so there is some tension there between holiness 
and love. This God of holiness and love gave his law which is an expression of his 
holiness and love, his person and his will. When it comes to the law it is not so 
much that we are obeying or disobeying the law, it is whether we are obeying or 
disobeying God.  

Which brings us to our nature because we have not only obeyed God but we have 
disobey God. Disobeying God is called sin. Sin is an archery term (archery target 
with arrow outside of the bullseye) which means to miss the mark. To miss the 



bullseye. Scripture says Romans 3:23 all (all means all) have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God, Sin cannot reconcile sin. In other words, we can’t take care of 
sin ourselves. Unless the sin issue is resolved the door to heaven is locked.  

Only God, who is sinless can deal with sin. In the Old Testament, God instituted the 
sacrificial system as a sign of how he was going to take care of sin. And so, an 
unblemished animal was to lose its life as a sacrifice for sin, the wages of sin is 
death. Jesus is the fulfillment of the sacrificial system. He was the pure lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world by his perfect life, and innocent death on the 
cross. This is where God’s holiness and love met. Jesus would have to die because 
that is the cost of sin. Jesus was willing to die because that is the nature of love. 
The Bible explains it this way: 2 Corinthians 5:21 God made him who had no sin to 
be sin[a] for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. That is 
grace, freely given and totally undeserved.  

And if someone asks, how can a loving God send someone to hell? If we 
understood God’s nature and ours correctly, we would be shocked not that 
people go to hell but that anyone would go to heaven.  That would be an 
awesome question if, in love, he didn’t provide the way out. But since he has 
provided the way out, Jesus, the truth is God doesn’t send anyone to hell. People 
send themselves. 

And keep in mind God doesn’t want anyone to go to hell. That is exactly why God 
sent Jesus to be the Savior of the world. Scriptures says, Let’s go back to the bible 
for a minute: 1 Timothy 2:3 3 God our Savior, 4 . . .  wants all (all means all) 
people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one 
God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 

The existence of heaven and hell shows us there is a moral God in charge. Do you 
want a world where nothing is seen as sin. A God that just kind of chuckles at 
murder, rape, abuse, or pain. Is that what is good and right. I get that the teaching 
of hell disturbing. But its existence tells us there is a good and moral God. 

Which leads us to another question that was asked. What about people who have 
never heard about Jesus? Here is how the bible talks about it: Romans 1:18-20 
The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and 
wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what 
may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to 



them. 20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal 
power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what 
has been made, so that people are without excuse. 

This is called the natural knowledge of God and calls out for all people to seek the 
true God. That you and I might look at nature and not be blown away by it – 
maybe shows how evil has infected us too. All people have a responsibility to seek 
out God. Furthermore, I wouldn’t worry so much about what God is doing 
because we have already seen He is full of grace. I would worry about what we 
are doing. We wonder about the person in a far away land, but don’t talk to our 
neighbor or co-worker. God has placed you where you are, to share Jesus with the 
people that you rub shoulders with, who are in your sphere of influence.  

Today Satan has presented the lie that it is unloving to proselytize or to change 
someone’s mind by sharing that Jesus is the only way to heaven. However, it is 
unloving to not share Jesus with all people. To not share Jesus is like having a 
lifeguard on duty who does nothing when someone is drowning. It is apathy at 
best and hatred at worst. That’s not on God, that’s on us.  

So back to our question: Will only Christians go to heaven? 

Most people believe that Jesus is a good teacher. And this is what the good 
teacher Jesus taught about heaven and hell. Luke 13:22 22 Then Jesus went 
through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to 
Jerusalem. 23 Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be 
saved?” 

He said to them, 24 “Make every effort to enter through the narrow 
door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. 25 Once 
the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside 
knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’ “But he will answer, ‘I don’t 
know you or where you come from.’ 26 “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank 
with you, and you taught in our streets.’ 27 “But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you 
or where you come from. Away from me, all you evildoers!’ 28 “There will be 
weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown 
out. 29 People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take 
their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. 30 Indeed there are those who 



are last who will be first, and first who will be last.” And about that narrow way, 
Jesus the good teacher said, I am the (not a) way and the (not a) truth and the 
(not a) life. No one comes to the Father except through me.  

The belief in more than one way to heaven is really a belief that truth doesn’t 
matter, the belief that Jesus isn’t who he said he was, and so what he said, taught 
and stood for is absolutely useless. It means nothing to everyone. If all people go 
to heaven, or if people who are not Christians go to heaven, then Jesus died for 
nothing. Jesus is the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through him. 

Thankfully God grades on the cross of Jesus Christ. The gift of salvation can’t be 
worked for, earned, or achieved only received. It is not dependent on our merit or 
effort but solely on Christ’s generous and sufficient sacrifice on our behalf. Now 
you know the way, the way of grace. Receive the way of grace with joy. God loves 
you. Share the way of grace with joy. God loves everyone. You see, ultimately, 
God’s greatest gift is himself. We don’t just need salvation. We need Jesus. Jesus 
is the one who graciously gives us our place in heaven. Jesus is grace! 

 
 

 
  
 


