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As we gather for worship today, there are a lot of challenges. Gas prices are at an 
all-time high, the cost of groceries is continuing to rise, and the overall inflation 
rate we are experiencing has not been seen in about 40 years. There is gun 
violence, car thefts, racism, political discord, poverty, conspiracy theories, the war 
in Ukraine, the mental health crisis, a to-do list that won’t end, and more. What 
do you think is our biggest challenge?  

I submit to you that there is a huge challenge that is just not out there but is in 
here (our hearts). There is an elephant in our living room. The elephant in our 
living room is our own personal sin and rebellion against the God who made us 
and who deserves our obedience.  

This morning, we are beginning a new series called Glad You Asked. In this series, 
we are answering the questions that you sent us about God, faith, and 
Christianity.  Our first question is: If we are already forgiven, why do we need to 
keep asking for forgiveness? 

It is a great question. At the heart of Christianity is the fact that Jesus lived a 
perfect life, died as our substitute to pay the price of sin, and defeated death 
when he was resurrected. Because of all this, God has literally wiped away our 
sins. So why do we keep asking for forgiveness if we know we are already 
forgiven? What’s the point of feeling guilty for our sins? To help us answer the 
question we’ll look at Jesus’ parable of the unmerciful servant. 

Matthew 18:21-35 21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many 
times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven 
times?” 22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle 
accounts with his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him 
ten thousand bags of gold[b] was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to 
pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had 
be sold to repay the debt. 26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be 
patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s 
master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 28 “But when that 
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servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred 
silver coins.[c] He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe 
me!’ he demanded. 29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be 
patient with me, and I will pay it back.’30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off 
and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When the 
other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told 
their master everything that had happened.32 “Then the master called the 
servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours 
because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow 
servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him over to the 
jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 35 “This is how my 
heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister 
from your heart.  

Here are some things we know from the story. We all sin and we all have been 
sinned against. Sin is costly. The story says 10,000 bags of gold. One rough 
estimate that I ran across for the worth of this gold was $3,600,000,000. The 
point isn’t the dollar amount. The point is it is a debt that in all human reality 
can’t be repaid. By the way this character in the story refers to you and me and 
our sin debt to God. Paul, the great missionary understood this and confessed, 
(Romans 7:24)  what a wretched man I am, not was. Sin is not a small thing. It is 
costly. The wages of sin is death. Sin is a big deal. 

Sometimes we get that it is a big deal and sometimes we don’t. And if sin isn’t a 
big deal, then forgiveness isn’t a big deal. We ask for forgiveness of our sins 
because sin is a big deal.  

One way we know sin is a big deal is that sin breaks relationships. We all have 
relationship that are no more because of our sin, the other person’s sin, or both. 
In the reading from Matthew there was an obvious lack of unity and harmony, 
between the each of the parties on account of the debt. There is a disconnect. Sin 
breaks our relationship with God. Adam and Eve were removed from the garden 
from the presence of God after they sinned. Isaiah 59:2 your iniquities have 
separated you from God. 

So there is a gap, a separation, between God and mankind. But that is not the end 
of the story. Don’t get stuck there. When you get stuck there, it leads to feelings 



of condemnation. You start calling yourself bad names. You tell yourself you are 
worthless. But there is good news coming! 

Picture it this way: The Mackinaw Island Bridge that connects the upper and lower 
peninsulas of Michigan and spans five miles. More than 11k workers used more 
than 1m bolts, almost 1m tons of concrete, and 42k miles of cable to build it. But 
that is nothing compared to the Lake Pontchartrain Causeway. This bridge is 24 
miles long, or about from here to Pleasant Prairie, all over water. But that is 
nothing compared to the Danyang-Kunshan Grand Bridge which is over 102 miles 
long. It cost around 9billion to construct. People gave time, energy, and money to 
build the bridges because sometimes connecting here to there is worth it.  

But those bridges are a drop in the water compared to the bridge that needed to 
be constructed between the God of heaven and the mankind of earth. And the 
distance wasn’t the only concern. The materials used to make the bridge were so 
costly. The bridge between the God of heaven and mankind is not made of cables, 
bars, concrete, but of joints, marrow, flesh, and blood of Jesus, God’s only son. 
Here is what that bridge looks like. Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates his own 
love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Why did Jesus 
have to die? Because: Romans 6:23 the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God 
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  God in his wisdom made Jesus the bridge 
because He thought reconnecting you to him was worth it. We ask for 
forgiveness of sins because it reminds us of God’s great reconnecting love for us.  

Do you see the transition here? Too many Christians today and too many former 
Christians ask for forgiveness but leave without accepting the gift of forgiveness. 
They come with guilt and leave with guilt. It’s ok to go back glad. You are forgiven 
and a dearly loved child of God. Asking for forgiveness is a good thing because it 
reminds us that God has a loving relationship with us. And when we see the cost 
that God was willing to pay for us, it melts our heart with love and gratitude for 
him. Forgiveness of sins moves us from here away from God to there with God.  

After Jesus close friend Peter sinned by denying that he even knew who Jesus 
was, (insert your most regrettable sin) Jesus made sure to reconnect and have 
some one-on-one time with Peter after his resurrection not to destroy him, read 
the riot act to him but to heal him. He spent time with Peter to forgive him and 
give him purpose. Jesus said to him “Feed my sheep.” It would have been pure 
grace for Jesus to forgive Peter and then end their friendship. But it was grace on 



top of grace for Jesus to welcome Peter as his follower and friend and reinstate 
his purpose in life. You and I get that same kind of grace from God. Forgiveness 
reconciles us and restores our purpose. Forgiveness gives us confidence to do 
what God has designed us to do! Asking for forgiveness is a good thing.  

So when we are talking about asking for forgiveness the New Testament authors 
didn’t think that the once for all forgiveness (justification – being declared not 
guilty -  just if I’d not sinned) conflicts with the needs for ongoing forgiveness 
(sanctification – the process of becoming holy, more like God). This can be seen 
not only in the prayer Jesus taught us to pray – forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us but also when John wrote “If we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.”  
 
So if you ask are my past sins, sins of today, and future sins already forgiven? The 
answer depends on what you mean. If you mean have my future sins already been 
paid for, then answer is an excited yes! If you mean, are my future sins already 
forgiven so that I will never need to confess them, then the answer is no.  

When we ask God for forgiveness, we are humbling ourselves and surrendering 
ourselves to God. It acknowledges he is God, and we are not. It is the relationship 
of worship. We ask for forgiveness, so we don’t take God for granted. For 
example: we continually tell people close to us that we love them. They already 
know it. We already know it. But it doesn’t and shouldn’t stop us from saying and 
showing it.  Asking for forgiveness from God is about relationship.   

Sin is an elephant in our living room. But there is something, actually someone, 
greater than sin in our living room, God!  We don’t have to be afraid to ask for 
forgiveness or think it is useless asking for forgiveness is about relationship. Think 
of it this way:   

Religion is: I have done something wrong, I have to hide it from my Dad.  

The Gospel is: I have done something wrong. I better go to my Dad for help.  

Asking for forgiveness is loving God enough to say, “God, I love you. And I trust 
you to take care of this mess.” And it is an opportunity to hear God’s message to 
you in the middle of your mess, “I love you unconditionally more!”  


