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You led me to change the focus of this sermon. As you know we are continuing our sermon series Glad 

you asked. This sermon series is based on questions that you submitted. And one of your questions was 

on divorce. You asked, “What does God say about divorce?” Now when I first started to think about this 

question, I thought you wanted to know what the Scriptural reasons for divorce were. I planned to talk 

to you about the three reasons that divorce is permitted according to the teachings of Jesus: 

1. Adultery  

2. Abuse 

3. Malicious desertion  

If your spouse commits adultery, you have Scriptural support to divorce them. If you spouse abuses you 

physically, emotionally, or spiritually, you have Scriptural support to divorce them.  If they desert you 

even though you tried to repair the marriage, you have Scriptural support for divorce.  

Originally, I was planning on preaching a whole sermon on those three points. But then I reached out to 

many of you. I emailed, called, and met with people inside and outside our congregation who have gone 

through a divorce. And here’s what I found.  

Some of you were the ones who committed the sin. You cheated on your spouse. You gave up on the 

marriage. You gave up. You said that there were people who tried to stop you, but you wouldn’t listen. 

And now you feel a deep sense of guilt.  

Some of you were not at fault. It was your spouse that cheated on you. Your spouse abused you. But 

even though it wasn’t your fault, you told me that there is a deep sense of shame. You feel like you are 

always wearing the scarlet letter D.  

Then some of you talked about the feelings of failure. You never thought you would get a divorce. And 

so, there is a deep sense of failure.  

Some of you talked about the feeling of loss and loneliness, like you lost a limb. And over time you have 

had some sense of healing, but it still feels like you are walking around with a prosthetic limb. Some of 

you even talked about divorce like losing a loved one, but in a sense even worse because you can’t just 

grieve and move on, you still see and deal with this person.  

Finally, you told me about your fears. Your fears about the future for your children. The fear of the 

future of your finances. The fear that you might never find someone.  

I want to thank you for telling me your stories and being willing to be vulnerable and honest. Your 

stories really changed how I preach this sermon and I believe because of your honesty and vulnerability 

many more people will find some help and encouragement. Your responses help me see that your 

essential question is not: What does God say about divorce? But “What does God say about divorced 

people?” You want to know if God is going to be there for you and help you as you deal with the pain of 

divorce, the guilt, the shame, the feelings of failure and loneliness and the fear of the future.  



The good news is that Jesus himself addressed this very question in John 4. John tells us that the 

religious leaders were starting to be concerned about Jesus’ growing ministry in Jerusalem. So Jesus 

decided to leave region of Judea, which is in the south, and go back up north to Galilee. 

As Jesus begins to travel, John makes an interesting comment, 4 Now he had to go through Samaria. 

(John 4:1) Literally, it was a necessity for him to go through Samaria. Now many of the original readers 

of this story would say, “No it’s not. It is not a necessity to go through Samaria.” In fact, most Jews 

avoided Samaria at all costs. They usually went around Samaria on the other side of the Jordan River to 

go up to Galilee.  

Samaria was a rough area that was known for their robbers and thieves. In addition, there was some 

level of prejudice against the Samaritans because of their beliefs that were mixed with paganism. And so 

most Jews avoided Samaria.  

But not Jesus. It says that he had to go through Samaria. Why? Well, there was someone there that 

Jesus wanted to seek out and serve and encourage. They went up through Samaria.  

Then we read, 5 So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had 

given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down 

by the well. It was about noon.   

The disciples went into town to buy food, but Jesus sat by this well at the hottest part of the day, at 

noon. This was the time of the day when most people did nothing. I don’t know if you have ever visited 

the really hot places in our world, but when you get to Mexico and Texas and Florida, when it is noon, 

everything shuts down. And nobody leaves their house.  

But, we read that someone was out, all alone, coming to that well: 7 When a Samaritan woman came to 

draw water… The original readers would have asked some questions like “Why is this woman out 

getting water during the hottest part of the day? And why is she all by herself? Usually, the women 

would go out together to get water for support and protection. What did she do that nobody wants to 

be around her? 

When Jesus sees her, he asks her a question: “Will you give me a drink?”  

The woman was surprised and said, “You are a Jew, and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me 

for a drink?” Then, the writer, John, makes this comm (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 

Jesus was breaking all of the cultural norms. He was a Jew talking to a Gentile. He was a man talking to a 

woman. And not just any woman. This woman must have done something to expelled her from the rest 

of her community.  

Then Jesus says to her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would 

have asked him and he would have given you living water.” Jesus was telling her; I have something to 

offer to you. You should be asking me for a drink. And I would have given you something better than 

water from this well. I would have given you living water. 

If you have been reading John’s Gospel, you would be familiar with the way that Jesus talks. He often 

takes physical objects and gives them a spiritual meaning. According to John, Jesus uses bread, vines, 

wind, and water as symbols for spiritual truths. And that’s what he is doing here.  



But the woman doesn’t understand the spiritual meaning that Jesus is trying to teach so she says,  
11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this 

living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, 

as did also his sons and his livestock?” She doesn’t understand what Jesus is talking about. The 

Samaritans were very proud of this special well that was dug by the great patriarch, Jacob. She couldn’t 

understand what Jesus wanted to give her.  

So he tried again, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the 

water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of 

water welling up to eternal life.” He was saying, I know that you are thirsty. And the water in this well is 

never going to be enough to quench your true thirst.  

But the woman still didn’t seem to understand what Jesus was saying. She wasn’t ready to talk about 

what really made her thirsty, so she said, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to 

keep coming here to draw water.”  

But Jesus knew what her problem was. Jesus knew where her sense of thirst came from say he said, 

“Go, call your husband and come back.” 

17 “I have no husband,” she replied. 

Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have had five 

husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.” 

We are all thirsty. The Ancient church father, St. Augustine, famously wrote, 

"You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until they rest in You." We are all 

restless. We are all thirsty. We all have an inch that this world can’t scratch. We all have our own guilt 

and shame. We all have our own sense of failure and loneliness. And that makes our hearts restless and 

thirsty. And only God can quench our thirst.  

But this woman was deeply thirsty and no matter how many times she came to that well, it was never 

going to be quenched. She had a deep wound, and no matter how many times she tried to bandage up 

her wound it was not going to be healed.  

This woman had gone through five divorces and now she was living outside of God’s design by living 

with a man. We don’t know any details about what led her to this situation. How many of those men 

cheated on her? How times did she cheat on them? Was she abandoned or abused? Or did she desert 

her husbands, always looking for something better? 

We don’t know. All we know is that she is spiritually thirsty. He is thirsty of healing and hope.  

And maybe that is where you are at today. You are thirsty. I don’t know what led to your situation that 

you are in today. Maybe you or someone you deeply care about has gone through a divorce and you are 

thirsty. You are thirsty for healing and hope. You are thirsty for forgiveness and redemption. You are 

thirsty for a better story and a better future. That’s why you are here. That’s why you are listening to 

this sermon.  

Now the Samaritan woman gets it. Jesus is not talking about physical water. He is talking about the 

water of life. He is talking about the life-giving presence of God. And so she starts to ask Jesus some 



theological questions: 19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors 

worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in 

Jerusalem.” The Jews and Samaritans had different holy places. The Jews worshipped God at Mt Zion 

which became the site for the Temple. The Samaritans worshiped God on Mount Gerizim. This woman 

wanted to know what holy place she had to go to fix her life.  

Jesus responded: 21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will worship the 

Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not 

know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has 

now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the 

kind of worshipers the Father seeks.  24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and 

in truth.” 

Jesus told her, it’s not about the where you worship. The Jews worship at the Temple because they know 

that God is sending a Messiah. And yet the Temple and the location is not what really matters. Soon it 

would become clear that what God really wants are people who worship him in spirit and in truth. What 

does that mean?  

To worship God in spirit means that it comes from the heart. That your heart is in communion with 

God’s heart. This living water that Jesus is taking about is the Holy Spirit living in you, reminding you of 

your forgiveness and the love of God.  

But it is not enough to just have a sincere and deep connection with God. It must also be based on truth. 

We can’t say, “I love God, but I don’t want to follow what he says.” If you have a deep connection with 

God, you will also want to follow him in truth. For this woman, it would mean to renounce her old way 

of life. To change and either get married or stop living with this man. It would mean confronting and 

telling the truth about the reality of her sin and what led to all the failed marriages in her past.  

The same is true for you. Don’t let the failure of the past or the shame that you feel lead you to live a life 

outside of the truth of God’s Word. Let your walk be one of truth.  

Now, this woman knows that it will be hard for her to worship God in spirit and truth. But she knows 

and believes the Messiah is coming. And he will help. She says: “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is 

coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.” She knew that through the Messiah she 

would be able to worship God again both in spirit and in truth.  

Surprisingly, Jesus responds differently than he does in almost all the other situations. Usually, Jesus hid 

his identity from the people. But when this woman says that the Messiah will explain everything, Jesus 

responds, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” In other words, I’m the one who will unlock your 

ability to worship God in both spirit and truth. I am the Messiah, the only one who can quench your 

thirst. I am the Messiah, your only way back to God and healing.  

That’s what you need to know as well. The only way to be able to worship God again in spirit and truth is 

through the Messiah, Jesus Christ. Because Jesus lived for you, died for you, and rose for you, you have 

God’s forgiveness and love. And so you can again find healing as you worship him in spirit and truth.  

So that helps us answer our opening question: What does God think about divorced people? This story 

shows us: Jesus seeks out and saves divorced people. He is the one who quenches your thirst. He is the 



one who forgives your guilt. He is the one who give you a new identity. Instead of shame, you are a 

forgiven child of God. He places you in the family of believers. And he promises to use even this for your 

good.  

Now is the time to find you healing and your hope in the Messiah. And so I want to tell you what Jesus 

told that divorced Samaritan woman: Worship God in Spirit and Truth.  

Reconnect with God. Come to worship. Join a small group. Read the Bible. Talk to your pastor. Let us 

help you reconnect with God in spirit. And then live according to the truth. The past is the past. What 

can you do now to live according to God’s truth? How can you be faithful to God’s word today? Live a 

sexually pure life. Be faithful to your family and friends.  

I know many of you are hurting. You or someone you love has gone through a divorce and it has been 

incredibly painful. Your grief doesn’t seem to go away. You feel like you lost a limb. You wonder if you 

have any hope to heal or any hope to move forward. If that is how you feel, I want you to see yourself as 

that person by the well. And Jesus said that he had to go to see you. I want you to picture Jesus speaking 

the truth in love to your situation. And I want you to see him giving you the living water of his forgiving 

and loving presence that will last for eternity. Jesus is the one who is seeking you out to save you. Now 

worship him in spirit and truth. Amen.  


