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Victory of the Lamb – Glad You Asked – How do we support people with different views on sexuality?  

1 Corinthians 5:9-13 – July 24, 2022 – Pastor Ben Sadler 

Life is a tug of war. At least that how many people see it today. Life is a tug of war. There are two sides 

of every issue, and you need to pick what side you are on. One of the main battles that is going on in our 

culture is around issues of sexuality and gender. The tug of war is between those people who love God’s 

Word and those people who love LGBTQ people. And it seems like everyone must pick a side. And once 

you pick a side, you must pull as hard as you can until you pull the other side down.  

And so it is no surprise that as we conclude our sermon series Glad You Asked, you asked the question: 

HOW DO WE SUPPORT PEOPLE WITH DIFFERENT VIEWS ON SEXUALITY? This is a good question 

because nobody seems to know how to do this today. All we know how to do is pick a side and pull with 

all our might.  

Let me ask you: do you find yourself on one side or the other? Maybe you are on the side that loves 

God’s Word. Maybe you grew up going to church and you have read your Bible. And you love the Bible. 

It was through the Bible that you found God, forgiveness, meaning and purpose in your life. You love 

your Bible. And that Bible gives a very clear message on marriage, sexuality, and gender.  

Right on the first page of the Bible it says,  

27 So God created mankind in his own image, 

    in the image of God he created them; 

    male and female he created them. 

So right away we see that God creates humans in his image. He creates them male and female. Two 

genders. And why did he create these two genders? The Bible goes on: 

28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. 

Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the 

ground.” (Genesis 1:28) 

Humans were designed to flourish and be fruitful, to fill the earth with more humans, so that they can 

rule over and take care of God’s good creation.  

In the second chapter of the Bible, God gets even clearer about how that design was to play out.  

18 The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.” 

A man could not carry out this design alone and so God created a suitable or fitting counterpart. He 

created a woman. And he brought the woman to the man. And then we hear the definition of marriage 

that is repeated throughout the Bible, especially by Jesus: 24 That is why a man leaves his father and 

mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh. In other words, marriage is a lifelong 

union between the two genders, male and female.  

God created two genders, male and female. He created them to be fruitful and flourish and create more 

humans so that they could manage and care for creation. They carry out this calling of multiplying and 

ruling as they are joined in marriage.  
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And yet this ideal did not last very long. Adam and Eve rejected God and his authority on their life. And 

instead of letting God and his design decide what was good and evil, they wanted to make up their own 

version of good and evil.  

As you keep reading in your Bible, there are very few families that get any where close to the Biblical 

ideal of marriage. There is polygamy and abuse and betrayal and lying. By the time you get to the story 

of Moses, marriage and sexuality is in total disarray. That’s why when Moses writes the specific laws for 

the nation of Israel in the book of Leviticus. In Leviticus, Moses writes laws against incest, rape, 

pedophilia. And he also writes: 

22 “‘Do not have sexual relations with a man as one does with a woman; that is detestable. 

The Lord told Moses to write detailed laws about sex and marriage. Basically, any kind of sex outside of 

the marriage of one man and one woman was breaking the law of God.  

Now you might say, that was Leviticus. And there are lots of Old Testament laws in Leviticus that 

Christians don’t follow today. But this was Jesus’ Bible. And he followed those laws. In fact, when Jesus 

talked about sex and sexuality, he did not lower the bar from Leviticus. He raised the bar.  

27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I tell you that anyone who 

looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye 

causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your 

body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to 

stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your 

whole body to go into hell. (Matthew 5) 

Someone might say, but Jesus is not speaking against homosexuality just lust. The reason Jesus didn’t 

have to speak about homosexuality is that in the Jewish culture there was no debate. In Jesus’ day there 

were many different Jewish religious groups. There was the pharisees and the Sadducees and the 

Essenes. And inside of those different groups, there were different schools of thought. And each little 

group debated the other groups. And they tried to get Jesus to engage in the debates. And so they asked 

him questions about marriage and divorce and the role of the government. They disagreed on almost 

everything. But there was one thing that all the different Jewish religious sects and schools agreed on. 

They all believed that homosexual sex was a sin against God’s design. In fact, when you read all the 

different Jewish documents from all the different groups, 500 years before Jesus and 500 years after 

Jesus they all agree on this one thing. And so the reason Jesus didn’t even bring it up was because on 

this topic there was no debate. Sex was only to be between a man and a woman in marriage.  

That was not true for the world outside of Israel. And so when the Apostle Paul started to do missionary 

work in the Greek and Roman world, he responded to practices of those nations. In Ancient Greek and 

Roman culture homosexual practices were accepted and even encouraged, especially pederasty. The 

Greeks thought it was part of good discipline and mentoring for older men to have sex with young boys.   

And so when Paul was teaching the Romans and the Greeks to live the Christian life, he told them to 

leave all forms of sexual behavior outside the Biblical definition of marriage. Not just pederasty, but all 

times of homosexual behavior. He says that the pagan world had given themselves over to evil:  
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26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural sexual 

relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with 

women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with other men, 

and received in themselves the due penalty for their error. (Romans 1) 

Paul calls homosexual sex unnatural. This is not just pederasty or rape, but any kind of sex outside of 

God’s design.  

He also describes how some of the Christians in Corinth left this lifestyle to follow Jesus: 9 Or do you not 

know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually 

immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men 10 nor thieves nor the greedy 

nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And that is what some 

of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord 

Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. (1 Corinthians 6) 

So in Paul’s church he not only condemned homosexual sex, but he said that there were members of his 

church that used to live that way, but now they repented, were washed, and now follow Jesus.  

As you look at the Bible as a whole, it clearly condemns any kind of sex outside of the sex between one 

man and one woman inside of marriage and that includes homosexual sex.  

Now if we are in a tug of war in the society and the church and if one side is the side that loves God’s 

Word and all of these passages, then I used to take this side. For example, when I had just gotten out of 

Seminary and I had been studying and memorizing the Bible for eight years and I had heard that 

someone I knew just came out as gay, I would contact them and blast them with all of these passages. I 

would pull on my side of the rope and see if I could pull them over to my side or at least knock them 

down.  

But over the years, I have talked to more people on the other side of the rope. I have talked to and read 

about the experiences of the LGBTQ community and those people who love them. And here is what they 

have said on the other side.  

I was born this way. The people that I have talked to didn’t want to be different. They didn’t ask for 

these desires. When they hit puberty, I had desires for the same sex and not the opposite sex.  

My desires have not changed despite all my efforts. There are gay Christians who have tried to change 

how they feel. They have gone to church, prayed to God, gone to Christian therapy, even had shock 

therapy. They have tried to date the opposite sex. They have tried to get married. They have tried to live 

a celibate life. And nothing has worked.  

I feel fulfilled and happy in a same-sex, monogamous relationship. They have left the church and they 

have pursued a same-sex relationship and it feels normal and right to them.  

Many of you have friends or relatives or co-workers who have come out as gay and they have told you 

their experience. They have said these things. And you hear them and you love them. And maybe some 

of you here are same-sex attracted and this is your story. And so now you line up on the other side of 

the tug of war. You pull against the Bible and Christians when they say that homosexual sex is a sin. You 

think about the people you love and so you pull and pull until you at least knock the other side down.  
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So let me ask you again, what side of this tug of war do you line up on? What side are you on? 

Do you love God’s Word? 
OR 

Do you love the LGBTQ people? 
Do you know that Jesus was asked a similar question? The religious leaders of his day were trying to trap 

him. Let’s look at Matthew 22.  

34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35 One of them, an expert 

in the law, tested him with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the 

Law?” 

So the religious leaders wanted to test Jesus. They asked him, “which is the greatest commandment in 

the law? Now at first this doesn’t seem to be a test. But they wanted Jesus to pick a side between a high 

view of the law of God or a high view of needs of the people. But Jesus refuse to pick a side. He said: 

37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor 

as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

Jesus had a high view of God and his Word. On one occasion he said, I have not come to abolish the law 

but to fulfill it. He taught and lived a higher law than the religious leaders of his day. As we mentioned 

he defined sexual sin as even thinking lustfully outside marriage. In Matthew 19 he said that he believed 

marriage was between a man and a woman. And that God was joining this man and woman together for 

life. Jesus loved God with all his heart, soul, and mind. He kept and taught all the laws of God when it 

came to the sexual ethic taught in the book of Leviticus.  

And yet, he also loved people. He said, love your neighbor as yourself, which is also from the book of 

Leviticus. And so, he would invite the prostitute and the sinner to a meal. He would preach a message of 

love and forgiveness to them. He would even break some of the religious traditions for the sake of 

connecting with them.  

Here’s what you need to know: Jesus did not pull on the world’s tug of war but walked on the tightrope 

of love. And that’s what it means to be a Christian. We are to follow Christ’s lead.  We are not trying to 

win a tug of war. We are walking the tightrope of love.   

Jesus was ok to live in the tension of loving God and loving people. He would not let go of God’s word 

nor would he let go of God’s people. He loved God with his heart, soul, and mind and he loved people. 

He saw life as a tightrope. He believed that we could do both. Love God and love people.  

When we read about Jesus, we see that he was holding on to the righteous law of God in one hand and 

the unrighteous world of sinners in his other hand. He held on to both as they stretched out his hands 

on the cross. He held on to God’s holiness and he held on to us sinners. He held on to us and brought us 

to God through his death and resurrection.  

I think this helps us answer your question: How do we support people with different views on 

sexuality?  

Like Jesus, hold on to God’s Word and hold on to God’s people.  
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Don’t let go of either side. You might see someone who is same sex attracted. And you see how hard 

their battle is. And you might be tempted to let go of God’s Word. But just think of what you are losing. 

You are not just losing one view of sex and marriage. You are losing Jesus and his forgiveness. His 

purpose and his love.  

Don’t let go of God’s people, even those who are same sex attracted. You might have to find ways to not 

approve of their lifestyle. But don’t let go of them. They are people who need Christians in their lives.  

But how do you do that? I’m still learning. I don’t think I have done a good job living in this tension. the 

best example is Jesus. Keep reading the stories of Jesus and keep asking for his guidance. But there are a 

few other contemporary examples that I think are good.  

Rosaria Champagne Butterfield was a Lesbian professor of Queer studies at Syracuse U. And she wrote 

an article in the newspaper against the religious right who were boycotting Gay parades. She got lots of 

fan mail and hate mail that she put into two tidy baskets. But then she got a letter from a Presbyterian 

pastor. And it didn’t fall into hate mail or fan mail. This pastor invited her for dinner. And she became 

friends with him. And after two years of friendship, she left the lesbian lifestyle.  

Or I remember talking to a neighbor over a decade ago. I told her I was studying to be a pastor and she 

said that her husband recently became a Christian. She said that he was a police officer. And one day he 

was working security at a Gay event at the State Fair grounds. There was a pastor there preaching the 

gospel. And he was being ridiculed for preaching against homosexuality. But then after the event, this 

police officer was going back to his car. There was a group of Lesbian women who couldn’t start their 

car. Then this police officer saw this pastor go over there and help these women out. The same women 

who were just yelling at him. He said, “If that is what Christianity is all about, I’m in.” 

I want to follow the example of Jesus and those who follow him. If you are gay, if you are same-sex 

attracted I want to be here for you. I don’t know why you have these desires. They probably won’t go 

away anytime soon. I don’t have an answer for all your questions. But I promise to listen to you and love 

you just as Christ did.  

We don’t need to participate in the tug of war. We don’t need to pick a side. We can see life not as a tug 

of war, but as a tight rope. We can live in the tension of this tight rope. We can hold on to God’s word 

and we can hold on to God’s people. And as we hold the tension of this tight rope, Jesus can use us to 

walk into the lives of the people we love, especially those who are gay. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


