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One day when Andrew was 13 months old, Jacky and I were standing at the top of the stairs 
that led down to the basement. Somehow Andrew got between us and proceeded to fall to the 
basement tumbling down the cement stairs one after the other. I ran down to get him, Jacky 
ran to call 911. By the time I got Andrew back upstairs, holding him ever so tightly in my arms, I 
could hear the sirens coming. When the EMT’s got out of the ambulance before I handed 
Andrew over to them, I didn’t ask, are you democrat or republican? In an emergency, you see 
what is most important, life and love.   
 
No party’s values align completely with God’s values. How are we supposed to remain true to 
our Christian values when none of the candidates seem to align with these values? So who 
should Christians vote for? How do we have loving, honest conversations with others about 
politics? Today we’ll look at what Jesus says and does when faced with questions about 
allegiance and government, as we continue our series (sermon series slide) Glad you asked. 
And answer the question: How do Christian Values and politics go together? 

Let’s jump in Matthew 22:15-22  Here is the back story. There is Jesus and two groups and 
Jesus. Group 1 The Pharisees were a religious group who were playing politics. Here is how we 
know – they were not transparent they were sharing only part of the story and they were 
looking for power. Group 2 The Herodians were a group of Jews who had compromised their 
faith and piety to enjoy the power of the ruling Roman family. These two groups despised each 
other but there is an unwritten law that states. “my enemy’s enemy is my friend.”  Translated 
even though they could not stand each other they both wanted Jesus out of the way. And so 
they set an inescapable trap. 16 They sent their disciples to him along with the 
Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you are a man of integrity and that you teach 
the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay 
no attention to who they are. 17 Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay the 
imperial tax[a] to Caesar or not?” Here is why this is a trap. If Jesus says, pay the tax, the 
Pharisees will go back and report that he is a Roman sympathizer, a person who is unfaithful to 
Israel. If Jesus says, “don’t pay the tax,” the Herodians would report him to Rome as a traitor 
and rebel. Trapped. Or so they thought. 

What did Jesus do? What would you do? Jesus engages with them. And he listens, learns. and 
loves. This is how that played out in real life. Jesus said, Show me the coin used for paying the 
tax.” They brought him a denarius, 20 and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose 
inscription?”21 “Caesar’s,” they replied. Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is 
Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.” 

With his answer Jesus showed that Christians are citizens of two kingdoms. Jesus is saying we 
have an obligation to the worldly government like to pay taxes even if some of that tax money 
goes to things we don’t like. But Jesus also added give to God the things that are God – our 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22%3A15-22&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23890a


allegiance, loyalty, and our obedience because God is our King and Our citizenship is in heaven 
(Philippians 3:20) 

When it comes to politics our Christian values of listening, learning, and loving ate to take 
main stage. 

There are more than a handful times Jesus has interactions with government officials and 

politics. There is the time he met Matthew at Matthew’s tax collector’s booth. And then when 

he saw the little guy who happened to have a big bank account, Zacchaeus.  One dropped 

everything and followed Jesus. One returned his theft exponentially. Note that Jesus was 

concerned about Matthew and Zacchaeus’s eternal souls and not the tax laws.  

And that brings us to today. And because I have mentioned politics likely that part of your brain 

that is responsible for fight, flight, or freeze has already kicked in. But I am not concerned about 

what your political party is. That is not my calling as one of your pastors. If the Victory were to 

align itself with a political party, it would alienate itself from people that Jesus came to save. 

My hope and my prayer that at the end of his message is that you and I will follow and give our 

number one allegiance to King Jesus who said and I quote, “My kingdom is not of this world.” 

John 18:36 (I am way more blessed than I can fathom to be a citizen of the United States but 

when I die, I won’t be going to Washington DC, nor Camp David, and neither will you nor your 

neighbors. The issue isn’t patriotism it is importance).  

I am . . . 

A. Democrat  

B. Republican 

C. Libertarian 

D. Independent 

E. Other 

F. Christian 

We could have had a lot of fun with that. I could have had you stand in certain parts of the 

auditorium or identify your party in the chat because we can have different political viewpoints, 

but those viewpoints are not bigger than our connection to Christ who lived, bled, and died for 

the far right and far left and everyone in between too. And that is what is of the utmost 

importance. People’s souls are the emergency. The closer we all get to Jesus, the closer we will 

we get to one another. 

As some of you know, not all republicans are Christian, because you are not republican. And as 

some of you know not all democrats are Christian because you are not democrats. But here is 

what happens a lot, not always, but a lot, is that Christians think their party is the Christian 

party because after all they are a part of that party and that makes for a party of problems. 

Political parties come and go and change their platforms, but Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 

today, and forever.  Jesus is love and perfect love drives out fear. 



Our current political party scene is about fear and winning. You know that because if that other 

candidate or party gets into office our country is going to go to pot or someplace worse. Each 

side will tell you they are the only hope.  

Brady Shearer reported on research done by the PEW Research Group that discovered that 97% 

of the tweets on national politics were created by 10% of twitter users. So very likely you have 

5% on each side, the extreme created all that content illustrating that they are nowhere near 

the majority of the people. That was from 2019. An even more recent study by Chris Bail, a 

professor at Duke University and social scientist is that 6% of twitter users create 76% of the 

extreme content on Twitter. 

This is important because we all at least drift to one side or the other and when we see the 

other side expressed in such a hostile way you will just assume that everyone who leans the 

other way than you do is automatically the way everybody is on that side. And this becomes an 

us versus them. Which is exactly opposite of what Jesus did.  

Here is what happens we people are concerned about fear and winning politically: The win 

looks like stereotyping, judgement, and demonizing.  People become quick to speak and slow to 

listen the exact opposite of what God’s word instructs us to do. And when Christians do that 

what happens is we judge people who don’t follow Jesus for behaving like people who don’t 

follow Jesus. Statements that begin with things like “All Republicans” or “All Democrats” are 

inaccurate. All democrats are not morally corrupt, anti-God, anti-family, anti-church, no more 

than all republicans are anti-voting rights, anti-healthcare, bigoted racists. (scrip reference) We 

criticize other believers without talking with them first. We say, I don’t understand how anyone 

can believe that. When we don’t understand, understand it is we who have the problem. How 

can we begin to understand by listening to learn and not listening to respond? We will defend 

our rights more than defending the rights of others. And remember, everything that disturbs 

you about someone else is inside of you and me as well. Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn 

In the upside-down Kingdom of King Jesus the win is Listening Learning and Loving. Jesus said, 

“Love one another.”  But added something to it, as I have loved you. By this everyone will 

know you are a democrat if you love one another. Oh, that is not what he said. He said, by this 

everyone will that you are a republican if you love one another. No that is not it either. He said, 

by this everyone will now that you are my disciples if you love one another. In our homes, our 

offices, our favorite hangouts, do people know that you are and I are disciples of Jesus by our 

love? 

Love is not just a word. It is not just an emotion. It is an action. On Maundy Thursday night the 

night he gave the command to love one another as I have loved you. He washed the disciples’ 

feet. All of them, the one that would betray him, the one that would deny him, and the other 



ten that fled him and left him all alone. Love is action that puts others first no matter what they 

have done, are doing, or will do. I need that. I think you need that. And it is ours in Jesus. And 

when we receive that love it changes us so that we get close enough we could actually wash the 

feet of people that are different than us. When we receive that loves it changes us so that we 

serve rather than separate, love rather than demonize, and pray for rather than publicly 

criticize.  

Russell Moore (p. 32) “We know see young evangelicals walking away from (the church) not 

because they do not believe what the church teaches, but because they believe that the 

church itself doesn’t believe what the church teaches.” Are you more concerned about your 

children or a family member becoming a member of a different political party or leaving 

Christianity?  

The enemy of the church is not the other political party it is division. Our struggle is not against 

people but the devil. Jesus in John 17 prayed for unity. We can disagree politically and still love 

unconditionally. Everyone is trying their best. No one inside of or outside of Christianity is 

saying I am going to be a member of this political party so I can mess everything up.  

Christian values come into play in politics and in all aspects of our lives as we see that eternal 

lives are at stake. The world is having an emergency. The Great Commandment is the most 

critical issue of our time. It is more important the Roe v Wade, it is more important than climate 

change, it is more important that CRT, than Covid, than sexuality. Fix your eyes on your King 

and Savior Jesus and listen, learn, and love just as Jesus did for you.   

I know that loving others seems so weak, seems like we will be taken advantage, like we have 

taken advantage of Jesus. But the love of Jesus is so strong that we are still following Jesus 

today because of his love for us. Love never burns a bridge. Love builds a bridge. Get close 

enough to listen, learn and love so that you can wash people’s feet, so that you can carry their 

burden. Because when we carry each other’s burdens what divides us fades into the 

background and what unites us becomes vividly apparent. And there is Jesus! 


