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Several sources I studied said that our question today is the atheists’ favorite. Atheists deny that 

there is a god. So, I was thinking of starting my sermon today with a few atheist jokes. You 

know, like: What does a dyslexic atheist worry about?  Why do so many people argue about the 

existence of dog? But my loving wife, Carol, advised me not to go there. Not only are the jokes 

old and lame, they also get us pointing the finger in the wrong direction.   

 

Because the atheists’ question is a good one, a very challenging question common to all of us.  

It goes like this: If God is perfectly good as the Bible claims, why would there be evil? If 

God is all-powerful--he can do anything--how could there be evil? If God is perfectly 

loving, why would evil still exist? Since evil exists and continues to exist, either God is not 

good, loving, or all-powerful, or God doesn't exist at all! This is going to be a deep-dive into the 

very nature of God, so let’s get going. 

 

The true God, our God, is good, and even better than good, the most perfect thing that 

exists. In Isaiah 6 the prophet is granted a vision of our God in heaven. The great prophet is 

completely blown away; he can’t approach God or even speak. And the Lord’s angels declare: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty (Is 6:3).” In Hebrew grammar, when you want the 

superlative, you double the word:  “Lord of Lords, King of Kings, holy of holies.” That is, the 

greatest Lord, King, the holiest place. But here the holy angels triple the adjective. The true God 

is holy and perfect and good beyond the absolute best we could imagine. And the rest of the 

Scripture testify to the same attribute of our God.  Jesus’ best friend John wrote: “God is light; 

in him there is no darkness at all (1 Jn 1:5).” And the prophet Habakkuk said to the Lord, 

“Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrongdoing (Ha 1:13).”   

 

And so, when the perfect Lord created the heavens and the earth, everything was perfectly and 

absolutely good. In his perfect goodness and perfect love, God couldn’t deny his 

creatures free will. Without free will, we are slaves, pets, or, at best, robots. This is why at a 

wedding we exchange promises and rings, not leashes and shock-collars! Or if you’re a 

Westworld watcher, you know the great drama is about created beings and robots and free will!  

And in God’s perfect love for us, free-will had to include the choice to disobey, to sin, the free 

choice for evil. 



But before we can go ahead, we need to define evil, to define sin. Too often you and I define sin 

as an action, a word or an attitude. But remember Pastor Ben’s description of sin last week: it is 

anything that misses the mark, the bullseye of God’s perfection. In God’s description, sin and 

evil is not something like a substance or a being or a force--it’s the absence of something, 

namely God and loving and trusting in him. Where did this lack of love and trust in God begin?  I 

have to whet your appetite with our text: 

 

Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the 

dragon and his angels fought back. But he was not strong enough, and they lost their 

place in heaven. The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the 

devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his 

angels with him (Rev 12:7-9). 

 

Sin and evil began with the angels. Angels are spiritual beings God created in the beginning 

when he created “the heavens and the earth.” We’d better do a little digression here to talk 

about angels. The word “angel” means messenger, and we often meet them in the Bible 

delivering messages from God. Angels are innumerable, and were created to serve God and 

God’s people. Angels are spiritual creatures, without a body, but they are not omnipresent as 

God is. Angels are wise, but not all-knowing as God is. Angels are powerful, but not almighty, as 

God is. Fallen angels, the devil, can’t make you do anything! And angels are not cute! They 

sometimes appear in human form, but never looking like Barbie dolls or chubby babies. Usually, 

the first words out of their mouths have to be, “Do not be afraid!” They are awesome creatures, 

servants of the true God! But in perfect love, God also created the angels with free-will, and 

some of them led by Satan, or the devil, chose to rebel, and evil came into being. 

 

And what was Satan’s sin, and the sin of the fallen angels? When Paul was writing to Timothy 

about choosing a church leader, he gave this caution: “He must not be a recent convert, or 

he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil (1Tim 3:6).” The 

sin was pride in himself and conceit, that is, lack of humility and trust in God. And Jude writes: 

“The angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their proper 

dwelling—these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on 

the great Day (Jude 6).” They wanted to be more than angels, they wanted to be God! And so 

it’s no wonder that when Satan tempted Adam and Eve to use their free-will to turn away from 



God and eat the fruit God had forbidden, he said: “God knows that when you eat from it your 

eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil (Gen 3:5).” 

 

Just think how often you and I do the very same thing! I go looking for a substitute for God and 

it’s always something less than God! A crisis looms, and I try to craft every solution myself, 

before I trust God and go to him in prayer. “You will be like God!”  Something bothers me in 

God’s Word, and I think, “I know better than that!  What Jesus really meant was this!” “You will 

be like God!” I could go on. Evil is anything less than God, trusting him and his perfect love. As 

as Pastor Ben told us last week, sin and evil infected all of God’s creation, and found a home 

right here. 

 

But “God is love” the Bible assures us. And God is all about relationships. We see that in the 

Trinity. The true God is one God in three separate persons. So God the Son asks God the 

Father to send us the Comforter, the Holy Spirit. The Father creates the universe by the power 

of the Word, God the Son, as the Holy Spirit “hovers” over the creation, overseeing the work.  

And God created us, human beings, in his image to relate to him. But relationships are risky, as 

we all know from our own relationships. And God knew how risky his relationship with us would 

be, because God is eternal. 

 

Eternity is timelessness. Our God created time when he created the universe, but he lives 

outside of time. I like to describe God in eternity viewing time and history the way we used to get 

out a road map to plan a trip. For those of you who are too young to remember this, let me show 

you. You find where you’re going and where you’re starting, and you can see the whole trip with 

all the points in between in one glance. Of course, when you’re down here on the road, you can 

see only about a mile ahead or a mile behind. From eternity God took the risk of free-will, 

knowing where that would end. His love for you and me wouldn’t let him do anything less. 

 

And from eternity he devoted himself to us, his beloved creation to save us from our sad choice.  

So in spite of the evil, God planned to save us:  

 

Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come the salvation and the power    

and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Messiah. For the accuser of our 

brothers and sisters, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled 



down. They triumphed over him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 

testimony (Rev 12:10-11). 

 

Our God took the risk from eternity, and in perfect love devoted himself to his plan to save us.  

God himself took on our human flesh and blood--he joined our human race! And, in our place, 

he lived a life that in every temptation never fell short of perfection, without sin, without evil. And 

as the Lamb of God, he became the sacrifice that atoned for our every sin. 

 

So beautiful! But it still leaves us with last week’s question: why is evil and sin still a part of our 

life? Satan and his demons are chained, but like a dog on a leash he still threatens and steers 

us off the path. This is where the true and perfect God tells you and me: “You’ve got to trust me 

on this!” And here is God’s claim: “I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is 

none like me.  I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still 

to come. I say, ‘My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please (Is 46:10).” And his 

stated purpose in allowing us to deal with sin and evil is to move us toward the perfection we 

lost, which we only regain by trusting him more! Paul wrote to the Romans: “We also glory in 

our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, 

character; and character, hope (Ro 5:3-4).” Picture our God using suffering and evil to 

lovingly knock away the things I mistakenly rely on to shore up your life or mine: health, wealth, 

job, youth, good looks, even family, friends, the economy, or our national well-being. He lovingly 

takes them away so I trust in God alone. 

 

And finally, for all these questions that have us trying to comprehend incomprehensible 

perfection, power, and timelessness, our perfect God assures us that there will be an Aha 

moment: “Now we see only a [poor] reflection as in [an ancient] mirror; then we shall see 

face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known (1 

Co13:12).” It is our perfect God’s promise that when we are with him, we will know fully, we'll 

see the full, perfect picture, the whole map. We’ll nod our heads in satisfaction, love and 

perfection. And every question will be perfectly answered!  Amen. 


