
1 
 

Victory of the Lamb – Summer Playlist – Song of Creation –  
Psalm 8 – August 7, 2022 - Pastor Forrest Bivens 

 
 
 
Psalm 8 (Victory of the Lamb, August 7, 2022) Things in red font are intended to show up on 
the screen. 

 
Introduction (before reading the Psalm) This week’s selection on our “Summer Playlist” is 
Psalm 8. King David wrote the psalm. David had obviously looked heavenward at night, saw the 
moon and stars in the sky – and thought about God who created them. David also thought of his 
personal relationship with God and asked an important question.  Listen: 
 
1 LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory  
      in the heavens.  
2 Through the praise of children and infants you have established a stronghold against your 
enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger.  
3 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you 
have set in place,  
4 what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them?  
5 You have made them a little lower than the angels and crowned them with glory and honor.  
6 You made them rulers over the works of your hands; you put everything under their feet:  
7 all flocks and herds, and the animals of the wild,  
8 the birds in the sky, and the fish in the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.  
9 LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  
 
Let us pray. Lord, lead us along the same path you led King David when you led him to look 
around carefully and thoughtfully at your creation – and then to recognize what an awesome and 
loving Creator and Preserver that you are. Move us to thank and praise you for who you are and 
for what you do. Especially lead us to remember that you really care about us. Amen. 
 
Time magazine had an article with the title, “How the Plus Sign Took Over the World.” Maybe 

you have noticed that the plus sign,   + , originally used as a symbol in mathematics, is 
increasingly being used in advertising or publicity. Here are a few examples of this popular 
trend:  
 Disney+ LGBTQ+ ESPN+ 
 Apple+ Google+ Paramount+ 
 
Using the Plus Sign is supposed to convey the idea of more, better, or premium, whether it’s 
talking about entertainment or toilet paper. This morning let’s use this symbol as we review what 
King David and other parts of the Bible tell us about our Creator. And we’ll borrow the word 
David used at the start and end of the Psalm: “majestic.” So our guiding focus now is . . . 
 

Our Majestic Lord is our Creator+   
 
Picture David walking or standing outside at night and staring up at the sky on a cloudless night. 
The moon and stars were shining. David likely saw more stars than we usually see because most 
of us live in the city where we see the sky less clearly as people do when they get away from city 
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lights. From planet earth, with “naked” or unassisted eyes, about 9,000 stars are visible on a clear 
night from the whole earth. Looking from one spot, and looking from horizon to horizon, we can 
see only half this number, about 4,500. And that can look impressive! 
 
With telescopes, especially those positioned in space, we see there are a lot more than 9,000 
stars. First came the Hubble Space Telescope, launched in 1990, and then in December of 2021 
came the James Webb Space Telescope. 30 years ago, if you asked, “How many stars are 
there?” the standard answer was “There are 100 billion stars in the average galaxy and there are 
about 100 billion galaxies.” Today the usual answer given is “There are still 100 billion stars in 
the average galaxy, but there are at least 2 trillion galaxies.” Rather than using numbers like “so 
many sextillion stars,” let’s just say there are so many no one can count them. Awesome! 
 
It’s easy to understand why David was impressed as he started and ended this psalm.  
 
Psalm 8:1 & 9:   LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set 
your glory in the heavens. . . . LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  
 
The power and greatness of our Creator often leads people to think about something else: the 
smallness and apparent insignificance of our earth and creatures on it. Logically, it is hard to believe 
that the Creator of the cosmos cares about us. The human family has been described as a semi-
visible rash on the skin of a sub-microscopic planet in a second-rate solar system. We’re so 
small and insignificant, so a question comes to mind. It certainly came to David’s mind: 
 
Psalm 8:3-4   When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, 
which you have set in place,  what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that 
you care for them?  
 
But immediately David confirms that our Creator+ really does care about us: 
 
Psalm 8:5-8  You have made them [human beings] a little lower than the angels and crowned 
them with glory and honor.  You made them rulers over the works of your hands; you put 
everything under their feet:  all flocks and herds, and the animals of the wild,  the birds in the 
sky, and the fish in the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.   
 
David saw domesticated animals and wild animals. He saw birds that are able to fly in the skies, and 
fish that thrive and swim in water. We’re not even sure how many species of animals there are, but  
most sources say it’s between 5 and 10 million species (8.7 million is the number most often used.) 
The immense variety of creatures on earth, the incredible beauty and variations in colors, sizes, and 
capabilities – this impresses us as it did David. So many animals are bigger and stronger and faster 
than we are. So many creatures are capable to doing things we can only dream about. Still, when he 
created human beings, God gave us authority over these marvelous creatures. 
 
Genesis 1:26-28    Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that 
they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the 
wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” So God created mankind 
in his own image,  in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. God 
blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue 
it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that 
moves on the ground.”  
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There’s a lot of evidence to show that we appear insignificant, but God says otherwise. He 
purposely and pointedly made human beings “the crown of his creation,” gave us noble 
privileges and responsibilities, and showered great honor on us simply because he wanted to. He 
created us to be significant and important to him and for his purposes. He obviously doesn’t owe 
us anything, but in love he chose to bless us as very special creatures. So we learn this 
 

Our Majestic Lord is our Creator+   
1) He is majestic in greatness + love for us creatures. 

 
Is there something that David did not mention in this psalm, even though he spoke clearly about 
it in other psalms. It’s something that plays a major role in the relationship between the Creator 
and his human creatures. Here’s a sample of what I mean, taken from what Isaiah wrote: 

Isaiah 40:6-7,15  All people are like grass, and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the 
field. The grass withers and the flowers fall, because the breath of the LORD blows on them.  
Surely the people are grass. . . . Surely the nations are like a drop in a bucket; they are 
regarded as dust on the scales; he weighs the islands as though they were fine dust. 
 
The smallness and frailty of human beings alongside God’s immense power is still there, but 
there’s no mention of human dignity or divine favor being shown to us. What is the reason for 
this changed tone or emphasis in the Bible? After Genesis chapter 3, we are not only small and 
insignificant compared to God, but we’re really not very nice or in any way deserving of his 
attention. What we are really good at is sinning and doing what is neither pleasing nor acceptable 
to the Creator. In Romans chapter 3 humanity is graphically yet accurately described this way:  
 
Romans 3:10-12  There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands; 
there is no one who seeks God. All have turned away, they have together become worthless; 
there is no one who does good, not even one. 
 
We cannot walk away from those words and wonder what they are telling us. This is how we all 
appear when placed under the spotlight of God’s perfect and demanding Law, factoring in our 
thoughts and intentions as well as our words and actions. So we’re more than small or 
insignificant compared to God; we’re also petty, unkind, mean-spirited, and unlovable. No 
wonder we may ask, “Does God care about us?” Why would or should he?  
 
Perhaps the most amazing thing about this message of Psalm 8 is how the New Testament makes 
use of it. In the Letter to Hebrews, chapter 2, Psalm 8 is quoted. This is what we read: 
 
Hebrews 2:6-9  What is mankind that you are mindful of them, a son of man that you care 
for him? 7 You made them a little lower than the angels; you crowned them with glory and 
honor 8and put everything under their feet. . . Yet at present we do not see everything 
subject to them. 9 But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the angels for a little 
while, now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of 
God he might taste death for everyone. 
 
God’s power-plus-love for humanity at Creation is repeated – but there’s also the reminder that 
sin changed things. At present we do not see everything subject to humanity. Our rule over 
other creatures is limited and often a faint shadow of what it was. Is it now safe and easy to 
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approach lions, tigers, sharks, cobras, bears—or smaller creatures like scorpions and pufferfish? 
“Ruling over” other creatures sure isn’t what it originally was.  BUT what do we see now, 
despite our sinfulness and our sometimes dangerous surroundings after sin entered the world?   
 
Hebrews 2:9  But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the angels for a little while, 
now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God 
he might taste death for everyone.  
 
Jesus Christ, the ultimate human and Son of Man, lowered himself beneath the angels he created. 
He lowered himself beneath sinful people and allowed them to abuse and torture him. He 
allowed shame and disgrace to cover himself, and even brought on himself the anger and 
banishment from the gracious presence of God the Father. It was part of his becoming the 
ultimate Sinner, the ultimate object of divine anger and hatred against sin. He was “tasting 
death for everyone” including us. But now? He, who remains true human being as well as 
God, is “crowned with glory and honor.” The resurrection of Jesus from the dead and his 
ascension to the Father’s right hand, the position of authority and majesty, verify the success of 
his saving work for us.  
 
And what is true of Jesus now will be true of us! Through him we regain what God created us to 
be – creatures in fellowship with him, crowned with glory and honor, eager to do his will and 
serve his other creatures in love. Yes, our majestic God is Creator-Plus 
 

Our Majestic Lord is Our Creator+   
1) He is majestic in greatness + love for us creatures. 

2) He is majestic in love + salvation for us sinners.  
 
When you hear the message “God is great!” what do you think of? If you want to draw a 
picture of what God’s greatness looks like, what would that look like? Picturing his creating the 
universe and everything in it would be accurate and very fitting. Picturing the greatness of Jesus 
with the images of him commanding wind and waves to obey him or healing diseased bodies, or 
banishing demons who had been tyrannizing people, or raising dead people to life again – these 
and other miracles are fitting too. But there’s another demonstration of divine greatness and 
majesty that deserves our attention too. Look one final time at the opening 2 verses of Psalm 8: 
 
Psalm 8:1-2  LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set 
your glory in the heavens.  Through the praise of children and infants you have established 
a stronghold against your enemies, to silence the foe and the avenger. 
 
God’s working in the hearts of children and using their praise is evidence of his greatness. And 
maybe some of you are already ahead of me in this, but the New Testament shows us exactly 
what this looks like. It happened on Palm Sunday, the day that Jesus entered Jerusalem 5 days 
before his crucifixion. When Jesus entered the city, huge crowds of adults and children sang 
praises to him. “Hosanna (“save us, we pray”], Hosanna in the Highest!” they sang, quoting 
Psalm 118. The unbelieving Jewish leaders, like the Pharisees, really hated this and asked Jesus 
to shut them up. Jesus refused. Then Jesus made his way to the Temple in Jerusalem and began 
to teach. Here is what happened next: 
 
Matthew 21:14-16  The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed them. 
But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he did and 
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the children shouting in the temple courts, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they were 
indignant. “Do you hear what these children are saying?” they asked him. “Yes,” replied 
Jesus, “have you never read, ‘From the lips of children and infants you, Lord, have called 
forth your praise’?” 
 
Yes, he quoted Psalm 8 and identified the praise of the youngest believers among them as 
evidence of his greatness as Lord. When God works faith in our hearts and moves us to praise 
him for being our Savior and Redeemer, whether we are one or a hundred and one years old, that 
is affirming his greatness to silence his enemies. Our Creator-Plus, showing love and providing 
salvation, is demonstrating the highest kind of greatness! 
 
Let us Pray: God of glory and Lord of love, keep on telling us more about yourself. Lead us to 
acknowledge with reverence your power, majesty, and sovereignty over all things. Then guide us 
to marvel at your compassion and mercy, and move us to trust your redeeming work for us. 
Continue to maintain praise through children and infants through Baptism as well as instruction 
by parents and family members in the home. How majestic is your name in all the earth! Amen. 
 
 
 


