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Victory of the Lamb – Summer Playlist Series – 

Psalm 100 – September 4, 2022 – Pastor Forrest Bivens 

 

(Before reading the Psalm): Our focus this morning from our “Summer Playlist” is Psalm 
100, a psalm that has worship as its central theme. A term we sometimes hear these days 
is “Worship Wars.” This refers to often strong opposing views about how Christians 
should go about worship. The arguments go back and forth: One approach to worship is 
too old or too new. Too traditional or too contemporary. Or too worldly or too boring. Or 
it uses the wrong kind of musical instruments, or it uses musical instruments rather than 
forbidding musical instruments. This kind of debate has been going on for centuries. But 
before we say much about that, we first listen to what God says about worship: 
1 Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.  
2Worship the LORD with gladness;  
come before him with joyful songs.  
3 Know that the LORD is God.  
It is he who made us, and we are his;  
we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.  
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving  
and his courts with praise;  
give thanks to him and praise his name.  
5 For the LORD is good and his love endures forever;  
his faithfulness continues through all generations.  

 
Let us pray: Lord, you are worthy of all our praise. You never fail to keep your promises. 
We thank you that in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection we see your love, justice, mercy, 
and victory. As we now meditate on Psalm 100, enrich our understanding of worship, and 
move us to keep worship as a big part of our lifestyles everywhere we go. Amen. 
 
We don’t have to hire a detective agency to find out what Psalm 100 is all about. It’s all 
about worship, the worship of our Lord God. Sounds simple enough. But it gets 
somewhat complicated for a lot of people pretty quickly. Here’s a short list of reasons 
often given to help explain the “worship wars” and confusion around us: 
 

1. With increased life expectancy, the church is challenged to serve 4 (some say 
5) living generations -- and two of those were not raised in the church. People 
will be different.  

2. Demographers say there are now more than 50 different “lifestyle groups 
with their own cultures, lifestyles, and music preferences.”  

3. Musically, new instrumentation has followed the birth of rock-n-roll and with 
it new styles of music now compete with each other for popular acceptance. 
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Experts on culture say until about 80 years ago, people were pretty much the same. They 
generally liked the same music, held similar values, and mostly believed the same things. 
But after WW II, greater diversity appeared among newer generations. And with great 
speed! Sociologists now say that our culture “reinvents itself every 5-10 years!” 
 
This is not the first time for this. Example: When the organ was first used in churches 
many considered it blasphemy, because it had been an instrument for entertainment in 
theaters, where the message or content was not compatible with values and beliefs of the 
faithful. Many threatened to leave the church if the organ wasn’t removed.  
 
This leads us to ask a practical and important question, one that Psalm 100 can help us 
answer: 

What’s the Best Kind of Worship? 
 
We notice that in Psalm 100, right after each invitation to worship is given, reasons for 
our worship are provided (here underlined): 
 
Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth.  
2Worship the LORD with gladness;  
come before him with joyful songs.  
3 Know that the LORD is God.  
It is he who made us, and we are his;  
we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.  
 
Here’s a second example of the same thing: 
 
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving  
and his courts with praise;  
give thanks to him and praise his name.  
5 For the LORD is good and his love endures forever;  
his faithfulness continues through all generations.  
 
The English word “worship” comes from the “worthship” – that is, worthiness or being 
honorable. To worship God is to declare him worthy of our thanks, praise and allegiance.  
The vision of the throne room in heaven in Revelation 5, with the heavenly multitude 
focusing on Jesus, the Lamb of God, gives us a great example: 
 
Revelation 5:12 – Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth 
and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise! 
 
It’s something believers do because they want to, not because they have to. This is 
important. Sometimes people read this kind of psalm and say, “These are commands. We 
are ordered to praise, thank, and worship him.” Grammatically the words “Shout for joy . 
. . worship . . . give thanks . . . and praise him” are imperatives. But the context and 
emphasis tell us these are more invitations than commandments. It’s like a parent taking a 
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child to an ice cream shop and saying, “Choose your flavor.” Grammatically it’s a 
command, but in the setting it’s a gracious invitation and encouragement.  
 
Hopefully it’s also obvious that we’re invited to worship God NOT to get him to do 
things for us, but because he has already done great things for us. True Christian worship 
is not done in search for God’s love, but in response to God’s love.  
 
What’s the Best Kind of Worship? 
1. It’s worship in response to God’s love for us 
 
This truth explains why great teachers in the history of the Christian church often stressed 
that our best worship starts before we enter a church building or get together with other 
believers to give God honor. Worship involves preparation. Worship starts when we 
focus on what God has done for us as our Creator and Redeemer and Savior. This 
changes hearts and attitudes. It creates love for the One who loved us first and best. We 
go to church as worshippers, rather than going to church to start worshipping.  
 
Look again at the reasons in Psalm 100 explaining why we worship God. 
 
3 Know that the LORD is God.  
It is he who made us, and we are his;  
we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. . . 
5 For the LORD is good and his love endures forever;  
his faithfulness continues through all generations.  
 
God’s “making” us “his people, the sheep of his pasture” is the language of Redemption 
as well as Creation. We are bought or redeemed from our captivity to sin and death. It’s 
not the power of God most emphasized, but his goodness, love, and faithfulness to all his 
promises. When we understand this, praise and worship soon follow. This is the pattern 
of the best worship. Love gives birth to love. God’s love for sinners gives birth to 
forgiven sinners loving and worshipping God. It’s a miracle – of new life in Christ! 
 
Anthropologist Margaret Visser cites a study which observed parents teaching their 
children to say “hi,” “thanks,” and “good-bye.” Children on their own said “hi” 27% of 
the time, “good-bye” 25% of the time, and “thanks” only 7% of the time. Children don’t 
say thanks naturally. In another study parents had to prompt their children to say “hi” 
28% of the time, “good-bye” 33% of the time, and “thanks” 51% of the time. In 
conclusion, children had a much more difficult time learning to say “thanks.” Christians, 
adults or children, have an advantage: The Holy Spirit, through the gospel, creates 
thankful love within us – and that leads to the best kind of worship!  
 
What’s the Best Kind of Worship? 
1. It’s worship in response to God’s love for us 
2. It’s worship that expresses our love for God 
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Now let’s look at what some people DON’T like about Psalm 100, something that 
deserves a close look. It’s in verse 4 of the psalm: 
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise;  
give thanks to him and praise his name.  
 
This is the mention of a place, a specific location for worship. And that bothers some 
Bible readers. The question is often asked this way: 
 
 “Do God’s people need to worship at specific places, like churches or worship 
centers.”  
 
There’s an old saying that for every complex question, there’s usually a very simply and 
very stupid answer. Just answering Absolutely Yes or Definitely No on this question is 
simple but not smart. To give a helpful answer, let us remember some truths: 

1. Psalm 100 and all the psalms are part of the Old Testament, addressed originally 
to the people of Israel whose lives were governed by the Old Covenant, the Sinai 
or Mosaic covenant. And that covenant stipulated the central worship center or 
temple eventually built in Jerusalem as the primary place of worship. So the psalm 
writer likely had this in mind when he mentioned the gates and courts connected 
with public worship. 

2. But the ceremonial aspects of the Old Covenant no longer apply to New 
Testament Christians, and nowhere in the NT is there any command or 
instructions pointing Christians to required locations or places for joint worship. 

3. But there’s a repeated, unmistakable emphasis about Christian worship in the NT: 
Believers are encouraged to worship as groups and in ways that benefit others. In 
the Book of Acts and the NT Letters, the meeting places were mostly private 
homes. And the benefit of gathering together is quite clear too. Here is perhaps the 
most familiar passage on the subject: 

 
Hebrews 10:24-25 – 24 Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, 
but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  
 
As we approach the Last Day and await the Lord’s return in glory, mutual encouragement 
and shared support are high priorities. That’s what God is interested in. But simply being 
“in church” is not something God commands or attaches a promise to. Billy Sunday, a 
colorful preacher a century ago, once famously said, “Just going to a church won’t make 
you a Christian any more than going into your garage will make you an automobile.” 
Others have added to that, to aid discussion: “If you are an automobile, you know where 
you should best be.” And if you’re already a Christian, we’ll likely find you in a church – 
as an expression of loving our neighbor as we love ourselves. And this takes us back to 
our main question for today: 
 
What’s the Best Kind of Worship? 
1. It’s worship in response to God’s love for us 
2. It’s worship that expresses our love for God 
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3. It’s worship that expresses love for our neighbor 
 

(Keep these summary points on screen through the next 3 paragraphs. Thanks!) 
 
Keep looking at these summary points of what makes up the best kind of worship. They 
can give us guidance if confronted by “worship wars.” The features of our “best kind of 
worship,” can be very helpful.  
 
Since quality worship is in response to God’s love for us (point #1), we can thank and 
praise him for his love that gives us all the gift of music. Disagreements are often about 
different kinds of music and musical instruments. But they are gifts of God to humanity, 
and God hasn’t declared either traditional or contemporary music wrong in itself, nor has 
he commanded or forbidden the use of any instrument. We have freedom to make choices 
without condemning what others may prefer. The one necessity in worship is that music 
communicates God’s Word. If music doesn’t serve that purpose, it’s not best for worship. 
Maybe this true story will help: A Christian woman went to Central Africa to support a 
missionary team there. She visited a medical clinic where African women outside the 
clinic began to sing. She was deeply moved by their beautiful singing and thought of 
recording it and using it back home. She turned to a bi-lingual nurse and asked, "Could 
you please translate the words to that absolutely beautiful song?" Her friend stared at her 
and respectfully replied, "If you boil the water, you won’t get dysentery." Not all music 
that can impact our emotions is necessarily good worship material. The best music in 
worship shares the gospel with our mind and emotions. 
 
Our best worship involves expressing love for God in response to his love (point #2), but 
God hasn’t commanded how exactly we may do this. People and cultures and generations 
within cultures express emotions in different ways. And God has left it with Christian 
freedom to express Christian love in many ways. Personal preferences should be 
expressed courteously, kindly – and personal preferences often change when culture 
changes. Listen to what a church member once wrote the pastor: “I feel I know 
appropriate church music when I hear it. Last Sunday's new hymn - if you can call it that 
- sounded like a sentimental love ballad one would expect to hear crooned in a saloon. If 
you insist on exposing us to rubbish like this don't be surprised if many of the faithful 
look for a new place to worship." This was written in 1863 and the song was "Just As I 
Am." Another letter said: "What is wrong with the inspiring hymns with which we grew 
up? When I go to church, it is not to be distracted with a new hymn. Last Sunday's was 
particularly unnerving. The tune was unsingable." This was written in 1890 about the 
hymn "What A Friend We Have In Jesus." Let’s encourage each other to love our 
neighbor and honor their freedom to express their faith-life in different ways!  
 
Worship is not about the newest, latest, or hottest song on the charts. It's not about the 
oldest and well-known song. In fact, true worship is not about a song at all, it's about a 
Son. It's about keeping the main focus on God’s saving work, not our emotions. Our 
response is to God’s love in Christ, our love for him who loved us first and best, and our 
love for our neighbor, whom Jesus also loves – that’s makes the best worship. Amen. 
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Let’s pray: Gracious Lord, you gave us the best. You gave us yourself. Move us to give 
you our best in our worship at any time and in any place. Keep your love for us and our 
love for you and those around us right in the middle of it all. Amen. 
 


