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John 3:16 – Pastor Bill Limmer 

Merry Christmas!! Are you nice and cozy sitting in the recliner with a cup of coffee 
and a breakfast plate? Wrapped up on the couch? The dog or cat close by? Be 
honest what does the house look like? Maybe some leftovers on the countertop? 
Is there wrapping paper that didn’t quite make it into the garbage bag not so 
wonderfully decorating the floor? Christmas tree lights on? Kids playing beneath 
the tree? What’s your house look like? 

But for the really important question: What did you get?! Did you get something 
you needed or something you wanted? To see the difference, check out this 
meme of The Grinch. Not too many kids want socks for Christmas, but many kids 
need them. Not too many runners need socks for Christmas, but many want 
them! 

There is a kind of love that we have that loves an object because it is valuable. For 
example, you may love your car, you may love the dress you wore to Christmas 
Eve worship because people raved about you in it. You may love the tools you got 
because it can do cool things? What did you get?  

How do you determine your value or significance at Christmas time? Do you 
determine your value or significance by what you received as a gift or by what 
kind of gifts you were able to provide for your loved ones? By others expectations 
of the gifts you purchased for them? Yep, a lot of us have been there. 

And you know what happens when we do that? Oh, you may not have defined it 
out loud, but you have defined it on the inside of your soul. Here is what happens 
when we determine our value by the gifts we received or the gifts we were able 
to provide; we feel anxious and insecure at best, and depressed or worthless at 
worst. And that is miserable.  

Did you know that there is a different kind of love, than the kind of love that loves 
something because it is valuable. It is a love that is much different and much 
deeper. It is a love that gives value to an object. Many of you as little children had 
a favorite toy, bear, doll, or blanket, that you cherished like none other. For me, I 
carried around Eeyore, the donkey from Winne the Pooh years. Our kids carried 
around or slept with their blankets for too many years but not in their eyes. Both 



of their blankets went from lush and soft, to see through. But they loved them 
anyway. Just like I loved Eeyore even when his tail was gone. 

John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. Many of you are 
familiar with this passage while some of you are hearing it for the first time. And 
so many people when they hear this passage think – yes God loves the world but 
not me. Because how could he love me? I have messed up so many times? I really 
made a big mistake when I sinned by doing _______________. I always screw up. 
I never do anything right.  

But into the doubt and disdain for yourself comes this passage: Romans 5:8 But 
God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. God loves us while we were broken, old, disobeying, ruined, without 
batteries. In other words, it is God’s love us because of who he is, not because of 
who we are. God loves us not because we are valuable, but God’s love makes us 
valuable.  

You see God’s love meets us where we are at. Not where we may want to be at, 
certainly not where others may want us to be at. But he meets us right where we 
are at. John 1:14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. Jesus 
didn’t shout his love for you from heaven, he came and showed you his love on 
earth. Jesus didn’t just move into your neighborhood, he is eager to move into 
your heart. 

God loves you so deeply. 

Did you ever see the Charlie Brown Christmas show? When I was a kid I watched 
every year – and most years since that. In the show, when the distraught Charlie 
Brown is wondering what Christmas is really all about. The blanket carrying Linus 
tells him and us what Christmas is all about. Maybe some of you will remember 
the scene. Linus goes on the stage, the spot light falls on him and he says, (Luke 
2:8-14 KJV - And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came 
upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were 
sore afraid.10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 11 For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 12 And this shall be a 



sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger. 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God, and saying, 14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men. And he concludes by saying that is what Christmas is all 
about Charlie Brown. But did you ever notice when Linus said, Fear not – that he 
dropped his blanket. No reason to be insecure. He is, and you are, fully known 
and fully loved by God That is what Christmas is all about. 

And about that love of God, Romans 8:39 says, neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

At the end of the day, in the middle of the day, at the beginning of the day, we 
want to know and feel that we are loved. We have a fear of being unloved. God 
loves us unconditionally and so he loves us even when we fail, even when others 
are disappointed in us, even when we are disappointed in ourselves. God loves us 
because he is love 

You see, God’s love is really what he wanted and needed all along! Merry 
Christmas!! 

 

 


