
Victory of the Lamb – March 19, 2023 – Dealing with My Doubt 

Exodus 4: 10-12 – Can God Use Me? - Pastor Ben Sadler 

10 Moses said to the Lord, “Pardon your servant, Lord. I have never been eloquent, neither in the past 
nor since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue.” 

11 The Lord said to him, “Who gave human beings their mouths? Who makes them deaf or mute? Who 
gives them sight or makes them blind? Is it not I, the Lord? 12 Now go; I will help you speak and will 
teach you what to say.” 

13 But Moses said, “Pardon your servant, Lord. Please send someone else.” 

Do you ever feel like you don’t belong? Like you just don’t fit in? I was very overweight as a young boy. 
And so I didn’t really feel like a fit in. I literally didn’t fit in to my clothes. I didn’t really feel like I 
belonged on the sports teams. I was slower than the other kids and not as athletic. I didn’t really fit in 
the “in crowd”. I also struggled at school. Dyslexia runs in my family. Although I was never diagnosed, I 
wonder if I struggled with dyslexia, but I really struggled with reading, especially reading out loud.  

As I grew up, I still didn’t know where I belonged. I looked at other people and saw all the things that 
came naturally to them. I think of my dad who is very gifted at building things and fixing things. And 
that’s just not me.  

How about you? Did you ever feel like you just didn’t fit in? Did you ever struggle to feel like you 
belonged? Maybe you had moral failure in your life. And you think that your failure somehow 
disqualified you. Or maybe you feel left out of a certain friend group. Or maybe you look at the skills of 
other people and you just don’t feel like you have anything of value to offer to the world.  

When we were in lockdown mode during the pandemic, we started to put together puzzles. And you 
know what can happen with puzzle pieces. Sometimes a piece falls off the table and winds up 
underneath the couch. And then a few weeks later you find this random puzzle piece. And you don’t 
know where it belongs or what puzzle it goes with.  

Have you ever felt like that puzzle piece? Like you are just a random puzzle piece that doesn’t fit 
anywhere and just doesn’t belong? 

Today we are starting a new sermon series called Dealing with Doubts. Some people might think that 
once you truly become a Christian you will no longer have any doubts. But that is just not true. Even 
after we become a Christian we still have our doubts. And so in this series we will talk about how we 
might doubt whether God is good or we might doubt whether Jesus really rose from the dead. But today 
we are going to focus on an internal doubt. We are going to talk about how we are tempted to doubt 
our own value and worth. And so here is the question I want to answer in this sermon: Can God really 
use me? 

And to answer that question we are going to go back to the story of Moses from the book of Exodus. I 
don’t know how much you know about the story of Moses or the book of Exodus. But let me give you a 
little background. The story of Exodus starts with all the Israelites living in Egypt. They moved there to 
look for food. And while they are living in Egypt they start to multiply. They multiplied so rapidly that the 
Pharaoh of Egypt felt threated. So he enslaved the Israelites to try and control them. But they just kept 



multiplying. And so Pharaoh said that every Hebrew boy that was born was to be thrown into the Nile 
River.  

Well there was a woman who had a child. Like all mothers, she loved her child. But she also believed 
that this child was special. And so she hid this child as long as she could. But then after she could hide 
him no more, she put him in the Nile like all the baby boys were. But instead of throwing him into the 
Nile, she placed him in a little basket.  

And it just so happened that Pharaoh’s daughter was bathing in the Nile. She saw the basket and the 
little boy. And she had pity on the boy. She called the boy Moses, which means to draw up out of the 
water. She raised this boy in Pharaoh’s household. 

One day when Moses was about 40 years old, he saw an Egyptian mistreating and beating a Hebrew. 
Moses burned with anger and killed the Egyptian. A man in the New Testament called Stephen said that 
Moses believed that he own people would realize that God was using him to rescue his people. But they 
did not. Pharaoh heard about this murder and put a warrant out for Moses’ arrest. So Moses fled into 
the wilderness to hide in exile.  

Moses spent the next 40 years out in the wilderness as a shepherd. And then one day when he was 
about 80 years old, he saw a bush on Mount Sinai that was on fire but not burning up. He went closer to 
get a look. As Moses got closer, God spoke to him from the burning bush.  

He said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because 
of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them 
from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a 
land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, 
Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the 
Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the 
Israelites out of Egypt.” 

God said that he has been aware and seen and heard of the oppression against the Israelites. He has 
heard their cry. Now he was going to rescue them from the Egyptians. But the way he was going to 
rescue them was through Moses. God was calling Moses to lead the people out of Egypt.  

But Moses doubted whether God could really use him. In fact, Moses made a number of objections to 
God’s calling. Moses asked God, “Who am I that you should send me?” And then he said, “And who are 
you? I don’t even know you name.” And then Moses said, “And what if nobody will follow me?” And 
then we get to our text that I read at the beginning of this message: “Pardon your servant, Lord. I have 
never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of 
speech and tongue.” 

Now, why would Moses say this? Well as Moses considers how he has tried to persuade people in the 
past, it didn’t work out very well For example, when he was back in Egypt and he saw that he Egypt 
mistreating a Hebrew, he murdered him! And he has been on the run for the past 40 years. He hasn’t 
talked or led anything in 40 years accept a few sheep! How could God use a person like him! 

Is this how you look at your past? As you think about your past, do you sound like Moses? God, I don’t 
really fit in anywhere. I don’t have the talents that other people have. I really screwed things up in my 



marriage or in my job. You can’t really have any use for me. I don’t that even God could have any use for 
me in this life.  

Well, if that is how you feel, listen to how the Lord God responds to Moses: 

 “Who gave human beings their mouths? Who makes them deaf or mute? Who gives them sight or 
makes them blind? Is it not I, the Lord?” 12 Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to 
say.” 

 

The Lord asks Moses, “Who do you think gave you your mouth?” God is telling Moses I’m well aware of 
what you are capable of. I gave you those capabilities to speak. But then the Lord goes to talk about 
weaknesses and deficiencies. He says, “And who makes a person deaf or mute or blind?” In other words, 
God is in control of even a person’s weaknesses. God knows where a person is strong and where they 
are weak.  

And our weaknesses come in a variety of forms. God knows about all of Moses deficiencies. He knows 
that Moses struggled to speak. He also knew about Moses’ moral deficiencies, that Moses has a criminal 
record. He knew that Moses grew up in Egypt and now he had spent the last 40 years wandering in the 
wilderness, guiding a few sheep. In God’s eyes all of those strengths and weaknesses, all of those 
successes and failures, could be used to fulfill God’s purposes.  

You see, God was going to use the fact that Moses grew up in Egypt. Moses knew the Egyptian culture 
and leaders. He knew how to speak to them. He was going to use his experience of leading sheep 
through the wilderness. Over the next forty years, Moses would lead a people through this very same 
wilderness who sometimes acted like dumb sheep. God was going to use Moses’ past failures. Moses 
knew that he was a sinner who needed grace, and so Moses would lead with humility and mercy. When 
the Israelites would sin against God and God tested Moses whether or not God should destroy the 
Israelites for their sins, as a fellow sinner who was saved by grace, Moses pleaded for their forgiveness.  

And that is the same for you. God knows all about you. He knows that gifts and abilities that he has 
given you. Yes, you might not be a trained speaker or reader. Maybe sitting in a desk at school was really 
challenging for you. But God gave you other ways to contribute. Maybe serving outside as a builder or 
an electrician or a plumber. Maybe you are like me, not very handy. And yet, you can teach or speak or 
talk. God knows the gifts that he has given you.  

But he also knows your weaknesses. He knows some of your physical and mental weaknesses. But he 
also knows the challenges you have endured. Maybe you lost a loved one and you continue to struggle 
with grief. Maybe you suffered abuse or neglect. Maybe you have moral failings in your life. You were 
unfaithful to your spouse or struggled with an addiction. God can use it all.  

And I think this helps us answer our opening question. We might doubt: Can God use me? The answer 
is: God will use our skills, suffering, and even our sin in service to others. 

God gave us unique skills. We don’t have all the gifts that others have because God made you unique. 
But he didn’t just give you skills, he also allowed you to suffer. And the ways that you have uniquely 
suffered can be a service to others. Even your own sin. The ways that you have failed can help others 
who might be tempted to fall in the same way.  



But maybe you still struggle to believe that God can really use everything about us for good. You maybe 
doubt, can God really use my deficiencies and my suffering and my failures? Yes, God can use it all! We 
know God can use it all because of Jesus. Although Jesus never sinned, he let himself become weak. And 
he even let himself be oppressed and abused to the point of death. And yet, God used even the worse 
situation, Jesus’ unjust suffering and death to bring about the greatest thing ever: Your forgiveness and 
salvation. And so if God can use all that Jesus experienced for good, he can use you.  

But how does God use us? 

Rory Vaden who is a Christian, business coach said it this way, You are most powerfully positioned to 
help the person you once were. -Rory Vaden. I think he is right. Moses was most powerfully position to 
help the enslaved Israelites out of Egyptian oppression and through the wilderness because that is the 
person he once was. Moses was powerfully positioned to show compassion and mercy to the sinful 
Israelites because he was someone that had fallen also. Moses got out of Egypt and survived in the 
wilderness for forty years and now he was going to help about a million people get out of Egypt and 
survive in the wilderness.  

So here is one way I believe God can use you: Help the person you once were.  

Just like Moses help the people who were in the situation he once was, so God can use you to help the 
people who are in the situation that you once were in.  

 


